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I HAVE feen very few of the polemical trafts 
on the prefcnt contcft between Great Bri-^ 
tain and America^ ^nd therefore I may very 
ppffibly have made tile of arguments employ- 
ed by others who have written before me on 
the fame fubjeft. My intention has been far 
from endeavouring to derive merit to myfelf 
from the works of others ; nor do I arrogate 
the leaft from rhy own. I look upon the 
prefent conteft to be highly pernicious to 
Great Britain ; and I think moreover^ that 
> it is not founded in jufticc ; thefe are my 
motives for delivering my fentiments to the 
Public ; and this I do, without confidering* 
myfelf under the necefiity of confulting 
whatever may have becsii faid by others on 
this occafion. | ponfidercd it as a duty in-r 
^Yimbeiit qn eypry one as a good citizen, and 
%s a lover of his qountry, if he had any 
opinions which he thought might prpmote 
the .public good, to deliver them at fo 
perilous a feafon . as ' the prefent. In fo 

doing 
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doing I acquit myfelf of being inAru- 
mental in promoting mcafures whofe con- 
fcquences appear to me fo f«al and deftruc- 
tive : and though as an individual I cannot 
reftrain the violence of this torrent which is 
likely to* ovdrwkefeft tt^- I have tKF i A&liial 
fktisf^ioiEL of havii% c^ontrrbMed 1:1^ flx^e 
to oppofe it* J 

.. It is about two mdntfis fhicc I* AoXhU: 6ifs 
treatHe/ ahdr intended it fbr immediate pbb** 
liCaHofi^; bbt was rcilMned by d ifl5deiit^ » 
A$ danger Iftcreafely men grow bolder ;r and 
I could no longer refiA the ardotnr wlndl 
pu&ed me fofVt'ardr out tber patiedcd of ttJ6 
Public. , 

There is one cir^lmlfltoce whiiilDf Jt.m^y 
not be |m]^€tpef ti^Ate^ttoni TadVamrc linrt 
^el" t^ ba»M^ of iKrpar^ oiiStQci politicai 
or r^ligioui y I h&r^eras IStfle-coniicdiQit witK 
Aflitjtfricami oti^Amaiica^as aify mixr in ©h:at 
Britwwp and jwhzimrci thai^e faid ha? fintt^ 
cetielyr flowed ftdBPifeJ^ S^a* of jtffiafifi iMQ 
from the Ibve aad affitHfidir. -^^WdlP f -Ma^ tb* 
thi« i»^ «iytil>e- CdiiiH^, ihd< td-FtV con-' 
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J[ HE diftrcfs to which this Nition is 
likely to be reduced \>y ^e prcfent Amwican 
Conteft is truly alarming to ?very qiajniwho 
profeflfes the leaft regard for his cpujitry. 
But there are thofe among u% ^s in moft 
other States, who are not only iri(jififcrent 
about iuch an event^ however fataU l>ut are 
contented to promote it fo long as th9y de- 
ceive a prcfent ten^ipors^ry adyantg^ frpwx the 
meafure. Vigoroufly to oppofe, and, if pof- 
fible^ to defeat the defigns of ftich men, is a 
duty incumbent on every good citizen ; to 
negled: them, and their endcavoilrs; is at 
thi? time likely to prove very fatal in its con- 
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fequcnces ; and a carelefs fupinenefs on our 
part may have the eflFe<5l of promoting their 
views,, and feems to imply a tacit confent to, 
if it does not abfolutely make us accomplices 
in their actions. 

In all States the prefiding and governing 
party is fmall ; but yet to promote their am- 
bition, or other finifter views, they -have ge- 
nerally poffeffed artifice enough to lead the 
multitude into great and dangerous extrava- 
gances ; and that multitude as generally pays 
dearly for its weaknefs and folly in the con- 
clufion. With us, this could never be the 
cafe if we would fuffer ourfelves to be well- 
informed, would we properly exert our legal 
rights and powers, and be honeft and true to 
our own caufe. A fecret junto, an oftenfible 
miniftry, let them unite as they pleafe, vvrould 
never, be able to drive us over hill and dale, 
rough and fmooth, till they had plunged us 
into the deftined pit, if we would but keep 
our eyes open, and difdain to be hood- winked 
to fcrve the purpofes of ruinous ambition. 
tfpon my^ woriy * fays Lord* Chefterfield, who 
may be' allowed to have been an adequate 
judge pf fuch men as we are j^eaking of, 
our /pedes will pay dear for the quarrels, and 
ambition of a few, and thefe by no means the 

nidji, valuable part of it. If the many imre^ 

* 
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wifer than they are^ the few muji be quieter ^ 
and would perhaps bejujier and better than they 
are. This is precifely tlie cafe with the 
Nation at this time ; infomuch that one 
may imagine it a pid:ure delineated by a 
pencil prophetic of the State of the Kingdom 
at the' prefeht hour. How much therefore 
is. it the duty of the many to he wifer, not 
merely to ward off diftrefs from themfelves, 
an objeft this important enough ! but to pro- 
teft fo large a body of the human fpecies, 
their fellow fubj edts, both here and in Ame- 
rica, fet apart by the few for ddvoted vidlims 
to be facrificed on thiis altar of their ambition ? 
To promote thefe ends, the public weal de- 
mands the affiftance of every individual ; the 
obligation increafes in proportion as the 
times are prefling ; and no citizen can be 
exempted from contributing his {hare by 
any plea of want of confequence on the 
one hand, or pretences of inability on the 
other. Every man has abilities greater or lefs, 
of one kind or of another ; every one there- 
fore (hould try his own ftrength, for the corti^ 
plexion of thefe times requires a vigorous 
exertion of all. 

The public are acquainted with three 
plans or modes of proceeding with refped: to 
the Americans. The firft, is to fubdtie them 
by force of arms. The fecond, to acco- 
modate with them the difputed points, and 
to confirm to them their parliaments, with 

B z the 
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thi KiTi§y t(t be fxtpremt kgifhtttt^es in 
Anietica!. The thirdi is etititelf tt eaft tHcm 
bff, t6 tejcGt thetti^ Of thefe three plaiw^^ 
the miflifftry hdvi cidc^ted that \<rhkh^ in niy 
6plriiorf, Will prfeve highly diftrefsful and 
injurietis W this Kirigdoih. 

Orie grihd, and perhaps the jjrincipal pdifit 
Ifl diljjutfe ifl 0Hr pfefeitt conteft with the 
Afflericafas/ is the article of tixation^ Now 
I ptSfume hd fiian doilbtS thdt the Aftlericant 
hive a fight to liberty in Gommon With 
Eriglifhmeft. Btit hoW far that right is 
afliiihilated if they are not to have the dif^ 
|)bfal of theit iJropef ty like Englifhrncn^ and 
if thfe fiipffenie kglflatiird of cff eatt Britdn is 
tfcl chaa IkWs (ot them^ kte Aibjeafi t<rhich 
ifieril a parti<;ukr enquiry, becauf^ they 
ftand as the founditidn whereon this defttac-* 
flVe War is the I'Uinous faperftruifture. 

^ Thfe Americans iffert, that the parliament 
of Great BHtstih hath flO fight to tax thefti : 
the reafon alledged is, becaufe they are ndt 
reprfefeiittd in that plrllitftdflt 5 if not repre^ 
fthted} theii they do ttfet tin themfelvee j 
if they do not tax tihetnfelvcfe, then thdy 
have not the difpofal of their bwrt property j 
if they kaVe hot the difpfefal af their own 
pi-dperty, they are no longer free^mcn^ but 
fi^vcs. Mihiftry, arid their adherents, deny 
this irckfoning to bfe good> and in anfwer ttt 

it 
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it ^hA^f ikat tkere are # nineteen pedbnr 
tfi tmcntj^ in Great Brkain who have ao vott 
4for jrepf e(feabUttr^ in parliament^ conie^ 
^uenttly are ^ot reprefented^ aqd yet are 
<taxed by parliament ; Co that the Americanls 
laQ '^ply undqr tt^e l^ke predicament with 
^thefe 'p^rib^^ and ought therefore to ise 
contoi^ed with their lot. 

.This hath been ^genercdly eileemed ^dic 
^wei^itieft argument of imniftry, Slivered 
hy their abettors, ibr ^fteMifliing 1^ pow^r 
of taxation in |^ Britifh parliament, ov4r 
Ameriqa. For as to other arguments, I 
CAuftoonfefs to have iieither feeh, nor heard 
of any that deferv^ a ierious refutation. 
And <dik A^i^hidb is now before us, PMi I 
'thiAk Qn ^.^oafjidid exan^ftnation, prove ^to be 
>no better ithan a cbtild of m^:e artifice and 
^fbpkiAry. liet .there be, if you .will, nine- 
teen in -twenty peciq^ vfho have qq ifhane in 



^P III 4?oi\ver0iti$)n,tppi5^.a^ pef|^fed yirith ^nftaftc^f 
p^lfpnsj.yi^jio frpipii^pa^fl tl^e na^iireof ^Jie thing, Jt is 
prcljended, Qiould have ^ vote for repref^ntatives in par- 
liament, 'butyet have no legal right to it ; and from^i^ich 
iitii3 argped .that the Atnorioans, asjyell as theie, oi|ght 
,tp I^ta^ed w^hputri^pcefc^taugn. Cannot, .or ,wili t^ot 
4i<A^ipen^fee, ^that ff^i. Aeir own ftate of the matter, tjiey 
are ^arguing from a grievance, to the extension of that 
»jp:i«5^ance ? Woukt^ tljey reafon juftlj, the cpnclii^on 
4iif|uldfl)e J)?ftteve5&jpf jyft^t|th^y.^ke it ; and ^.this is 

^&mm^?, {pM^Jxp^ ^i^g %^a4^4j it ought tp be 

'B 3 elei^ing 



( 10 ) 

clefting reprefcntatives in parliament ; . yet 
the property of thojfe .who are not rcprefcntcd 
lies in common, and is intermixed with that 
of thofe .perfons who are reprefcnted ; and 
the fame ad of Icgiflature taxes alike and 
indifcriminatcly the property of him who is 
reprcfentcd, as it doth the property of him 
who is not reprefented. For example, the 
tax on the land of a copyholder, which land 
d6th not intitle him to a vote for reprefcnta- 
tives in parliament, is none other than the 
tax on tile land of his neighbour who is a 
freeholds, and reprefented. Legiflature 
makes nodiftindtioh between the two perfons, 
nor their lands, although one be reprefented, 
and the other be not ; one adt includes both, 
tiieitax is l^id alike on the property of the 
one and of the other, in fhort both fliare the 
fame fate. But .were legiflature, on the 
contrary, to make a partial diftinftion be- 
tween the perfons and the property of thofe 
who are reprefented, and of thofe who are not, 
to the injury of the latter, the impropriety 
and injuftice of taxation without reprefenta- 
tioa would then be evident and manifeft ; 
and ' perfuaded I am, that fuch taxation 
without reprefentation would not long be 
fubmitted to. Now with refpeca to the 
Americans,, they are: feparated from Great 
Britain by fo great a diftance, and the ftate 
of the country and its inhabitants fo different 
from ours, that they, cannot be included in 

the 
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the fame ads of legiflature with us ; diftindt 
afts muft be made for America alone ; and 
no part of them being reprefented in that 
legiflature which taxes them, and neither 
their perfons nor their property being inter- 
mixed with theirs who are reprefented, the 
inhabitants of America would certainly be 
placed in a ftate totally different from that 
of the unreprefentcd inhabitants of Great 
Britain, and who in fad are no fufFerers by 
the privation of the right of reprefentation. 
The two cafes then are wholly different; 
and would miniftry have fupported the fem- 
blance of analogy between tnem, it became 
at leaft incumbeiit on them to prove that 
there is fome large diftrift in Great Britainf, 
fome county, to fay nothing lefs, the nume- 
rous' inhabitants of which were in no refped 
reprefented in the parliament of Great Bri- 
tain, and yet were taxed by that parliament. 
I fay the femblance of analogy, for it would 
be no more ; becaufe, fcould this i>e proved, 
it weujd not avail them unlefs they could 
likewife prove that the peculiar ftate in which 
a part of a kingdom happeris to be^ is that 
very ftate in which the whole ought to be ; 
and this would be faying that the parliament 
of Great Britain ought to be appointed with- 
out conftitucnts> knd without members who 
were reprefentatives of the people. 

But, to return to the Americans, the ne- 
ceffity of diftind ads pf the Legiflature for 

America 
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Ajogierlca iblely, aad neitker tbeir perfons 
jjojT their propertjr being iatennixed with 
thofe pi their neighbours who are repre- 
sented, imd which Would he to them as a 
fhield and palladium againfl violence and op«- 
|)reflion, are circumftances^ which, together 
with a total privation of reprejTentation, 
might W open a wide breach for every 
ipecies or rapine totuih in upon them, and 
to exerclfe its fury with impunity^ and with- 
out redrefs, fhould it fo happen in future 
time, that a kgiilature diilimilar {rotti the 
prelent> ihould diveft itfclf of integrity, 
to aiTume in its ftcad conation and avarice* 
Tiiere is beiides another citcumftance for- 
midtahije iti itfelf, and prM;nant with terror 
lo the Americans if the Iwitiih Legiflature 
is to poilefs the power of taxing them un- 
replreiented ; for in fi^h cafe the party 
taxing, contrary to ^1 rUle where defpotifin 
|>revaBs nbt, is itfelf exempt fitom ev^nr 
part of the Ibufthen laid on. Nor is this alj^ 
the imprqpriety extends ftill further, for 
every tax kid on the Americans by thp 
Britiih I^egjlflature, would be a pripjportioa- 
able diipinutiom of their oWn;.,wmch ire 
powerful ihotivps to induce them not to be 
over fcrupulpus in the article of American 
t^ation, unitf§ we can fuppofe that felf- 
intercfi, accompanied with plaufible reafons 
at Icaft for promoting it^ is fefs predominant 
in, the breafts of manKind tlmn the experience 

pf 
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of each day fatally proves it to be^ It is 
evident therefore that the inhabitants of 
America unreprefented, and yet uhder the 
power of taxation by the Britiih parliament, 
are not in a parallel iUte or condition with 
the unreprefented inhabitants of Gxeat 
Britain ; inaimach as the latter are ^s fecui^ 
in their property as though they were rejxre^ 
rented ; and that the former for want of 
jreprefentationj become expofed to every 
Ipecies of oppreflion : and in worfe times 
than (Hirs m^ be reduced to the like Aate 
with the Sicilians of whom Cicero empha»- 
ticaUy fays, ** That though they were the 
*' allies of the Romans, they had not the 
** liberty left them even of lamenting their 
wrongs/' * ^Qcjur-ejuni /ocit% utUs ne deplo- 
rare fuidem dejuis mcommodis iiceat. 

Thus falls to the ground this formidable 
argument of miniftryj I fay it is theargu^ 
ment of miniftry, aad am convinced it 15 
the moft fornwdable they have, becaufc j^ 
cannot be fuppofed they would give their 
tvorft 'y and becajoTe it is an argmpent they 
publicly fuppojrt, for fpeaking with a view 
to the Americans, and coademning their 
Conduft as cotfitrary to reaibn, they tell us 
in uniincutcd terms, that ** To be a fub]e(^ 
!^ of OreatBritatfi with all ka oonfec^uwce^ 



* Cic, in Vcrr^ 
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"is to be the freeft member of any civil 
** fociety in the knowii world." But this 
propofition requires an explication, unlefs 
we mean to be contented to take mere founds 
for fubftance.' I will however readilv agree 
to It fo far as it concerns a fubjeSl refident in 
Great Britain : and for this, we are not in- 
debted to any miniftry; the fole merit of 
the bleffing is due to the public virtue, 
firmnefs; and c6urage of bur anceftors. 
But if the parliament of Great Britain have 
a right to make laws which are binding on 
the Americans, this afTertion will not hold 
good with refpcd to them. I would afk^ 
how it comes to pafs that a lubje£t of Great 
Britain;* and there refident, is the freeft 
member of any civil fociety ? It is certdnly 
becaufe the powers of legiflation and tax- 
ation are in the hands of the people : the 
people notonly propound, but defcribe and 
enidt their own laws, by their reprefentatives 
in parliament ; fo that in fadt they dbfey no 
laws but their oWn'> or in other Wor^s they 
obey no will but theif own, and this is the 
fummit of political freedom ; they pay no 
tax which they ha^e not laid upon themfelv^^, 
and :they fobmit to nb-^laWs which they have 
not maae for tf lemfelves : and therefore it 
is, that a fubjed of Great Britain, and ttere 
refident, is the freeft member of any civil 
fociety in the known world. But if the 
Americans are not r^prefeiited in that par- 
liament 
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lianfient which enafts* their Taws ; and that 
paHiament eriaas leparate laws Ibf the Am?- 
ricansi which ixiuft neceffarily be done; 
laws, which the --Americans have neither 
projpoiinded, dcfcriBed nor enafted^ nor have 
had any part or fhare therein, fu rely their 
iituation in point of liberty and freedom ^ is 
juft the reverfe of tHat of Britifll fubjedts 
refident in Great Britain ! Under thefe cir- 
cumftances, I fee not how they can be -called 
free fubjed:s by others, nor arrogate freedom 
to themfelves ; they are taxed by others 
without the concurrence of their own a<9: or 
will; and they make not their oWh laws, 
nor have they any (hare in the making of 
them, and thefe are -the charaifteriftic and 
criterion of freedom. 

Deprived therefore of thefe divine rights 
(if from their eminence I may fo call them) 
enjoyed by Britons^, vi^hieh aldne conflitute 
freedom ; and bound by laws made by others, 
and particularly levelled at them, thi^ . 
become fubjeded to the will of others, 
inftead of their otvn; and thus- their pro- 
perty, liberty, and whatever befidfe is helid 
deareft by mankind, is like a forlorn hope, 
fubmitted to the fame will, and left entirel^y 
at the difcretion anddifpofal of another^. 
. • * . . No 

* Freedomxonfilb in not bring fubjefted to the wHl 
and power of another, Sm juris funt omnes qui nonfunt in 
ali$na poteftate^ fays Cowel. And where another has the 
difpofal of your property without your acquiefcence, this 

is 
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J^A> Rwn^ J fre{^m^, wiU c»Ui tfeis ^ ;ftatp 
of fjpeedpm^ itis Aiqh^ I sm ponvioc^ ^^ 

tticmJfelv^s ; foisacr ^viggles with t^ crow* 
|>laiiijy -eyiijce it ; «id Sie trpublp^ <e?(;(?i^ 
in ^e xeign pf Chades the Firft are a cpwi- 
wacipg proof of it Tlje <:aufe pf ^(i)iat«it 
prilji tfcatiiaiiappy njufguidedPrinQe w^s wi^ 
(d^nfljr thisp ai^d nothu^g li^^orci^ To i^xypp 
(to >^ Pteoplp Ae ^gl;^ ^ making for tbienar 
Jfejws 4iofeiaw8 by, . \y;Jwli t|wy w^jpc ito t^ 
dgowf^ie^, a^d 4ie 4gbt -of laying that t^*- 
^ioa yj3i^i;ii ^eip^^t^ ^hich they fi^mj^v;9a 
wcw tp j^y. This ^as thegre^iit caufe und^i> 
^taken i%g^n;ft that Prince ^ ^the people^ it 
.W4S jVfgOJwrfy carried .^, 9^ ^P hajipity 
concluded ; and withoiU whidb> J m^iy vj^- 
t^re to ra^na^, "^h^re had been .^n epiid to 
liberty in thi^ Ipjig^om. l£ tbi? ibe fy, 
wUh what ijuftice <Qr hi,ima^wly cjip we >wiih 
to inxolMe ^ur rfpUow iitiljje<3;s in An^erica ^ 
'4ibp like ^ft^^s p«d.diipcvikyi, frp^ w^icjh 
our ^nqpilor$ ^ob)y ^efctricated them^hr-fs 
^and m at ihie e^^nq^^ fooae q£ theiK^ 
Wopd.iu^in^l^, and even ajt rthe M?^ 
of ilhecQi^iti^tiiaai^ielf .? 

>is being' in lHate of ' letyitujie, anS is fo 'Aefcrihedljythc 
. oUUla^vv^tti^ BmS^, ^|4e«a ; and Gewel ^&om tbom faytis^ 
(jSij^ia quandoque placuerit domino^ auftrre poUrit villanofut^ 

wainagium fuum^ it omnia fua bona. The diftinftion then^ 
: '0^ t^ fisconcewnst propertijr,* jKtwcen\a iretmstsim^. aiflave. 

is^ibia: Tbcifimnftn has .(he .'difpobX lollhisyomn t^* 

|)ienyi5 the flavc, .if he has anyrprt^icr^, itiSiHttlheiilif- 

If 



If therefore^ m4iiftry will not allow that 
there is reafon or jtiftice in the caufe which 
th0 Americans have eipcrufed» they might 
have had the feelings of humanity at leafl 
ibr their juft apprcifienfidns in a cafe fo mo- 
meatous to them, and their poflerity. lf» 
fay the Americans, there he a power in thcf 
parliament of Great Britain to tax us at 
pkaitire^ without our conient, and without 
reprefentation, we are reduced {torn free 
men to a level with the fubjedks of France 
and Spain > v^ are on the very footing of 
the flaves of a defpotic prince f for the par^ 
liament of Great Britain is that to us^ 
which their princes are to them ; the two 
powers difi^r only in name, in their e£Fe(3:$ 
and Goniequences they are exactly fimilaf, as 
like to each other as the water of thcMeditcr-* 
ranean fea is to that of the Britifti ocean. We 
have no will in the choice of the members 
who form this power 5 our inter efts in many 
refpe(fts are not only alien and feparate from 
theifs> but their intereft is founded on, and 
promoted by our fufferings j for the higher 
we are taxed, the more are they who tax us 
alleviated by the taxation. Having no ihare 
in conftituting any part of this power, all 
its anions are itoconned:ed with and tnde^ 
pendent of our will 1 we are deftitute of all 
reftraiat upon it, and are left for ever with- 
out any legal means of redrefs under all op«- 
jpreflipns that may befal us. The power 

being 



( f8 ) 

being' imKmited, the oppreffioh may be cor- 
refpondent. with the pbwer ; a defpotifm is 
crcfted ; and it is immaterial to us whether 
we fufFer-by the. imperious will of one man, 
or whether the wills of five hundred are the 
caufe of our ruin. — -An aflumed power is 
unlimited and exceffive, and under fucb 
power neither the perfon nor the property 
of the fubjeft is fecure; but a delegated 
and conftituted power is cireiunlfcribed either 
with refpedl to action, to the duration of 
that power, or to both: thefe are reftraints 
which are not attendant on aflumed power. 
Refpedting us, this is an aflumed and un- 
limited power, though it be otherwife on 
the part of Great Britain ; and therefore wc 
have every thing to apprehend from it. If 
it be faid, we forefee terrors not likely to 
happen; we anfwer, a delegated power is 
ever circumfcribed not fo much with a view 
to what the party 'witl do, as to what it 
might do were that reflraint wanting. We 
have no fhare in appointing members of the 
Britifli parliament; we have no reflraint 
upon them when confl:ituted ; no ties of 
interefl: to attach us to their favour ; our 
<:ountry very remote from theirs, and the in- 
terefl:s of each, as far at leaft as concerns tax- 
ation, clafh and ftand at variance the one with 
the other. Thus circumftanced, abandoned 
to the fole difpofal of the Britifli Legiflature, 
what is to be our condition ! We are not oa 
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^ foojting with Britifh fubjefts; ours is: a 
ftate of flavcry : and that integrity, that 
juftice, that equity .which they have a right 
to expeift' and demand at the hands of their 
xeprefentatives, muA be conftrued, when- 
ever extended toward^ us, into adts of ten- 
dernefs, lenity, and mercy vouchfafed from 
a power defpotic over us, and confequently 
under no obligation to confer fuch benefits. 
Thus ftands the reafoning on the part of 
America, in oppofition to the argument of 
miniftiy. And I have dwelt the longer upon 
It, b^aufe as the Americans have not re- 
traced from, but perfifted in adhering firm- 
ly to thefe principles, miniftry have thought 
proper to deijounce war againft them. We 
have then plainly before us the caufe of this 
war, and its merits ; a war, that muil be 
attended with the moft fatal confequences, 
and this, in preference to either of the^ other 
modes of proceeding. Not to affume the 
privilege of determining for others on the 
juftnefs and propriety of this reafoning of 
the Americans, certain it is^ they confider 
their whole liberty to be at ftake ; and in 
that cafe they cannot appeal to better judges 
of their caufe than the people of England. 
When I fay the people of England, I would 
not be upficrltood to mean, or include, a 
miniftry, a fecrejt junto, or any body of 
men, or detached individuals who proftitufec, 
profeffionally as it were, their confciences 

for 
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for gain I who fublift on court favfrnrtdiA. 
perfed. among them from the purfes of the 
public^ and who from fuch motives are ever 
ready to embrace any opinions to whioh their 
intercft may dired: them, while their un- 
feigned devotion td venality mark them as 
di%raceful members of that community to 
which they belong : fuch men, 1 fay, ar* 
too contemptible to be appealed to on a fub-* 
Jcfl: of this importance. It is the unpre- 
judked, unbia^d, and difintere(bed part of 
the public who can be fuppofed tne only 
competent judges in the prefent cafe, whofe 
minds are un warped by prejudices or intereft,, 
and will not permit mean finifter views to 
have any weignt in the decifion. The caufe 
includes the public or civil liberty of a 
whole people; with them, all is here at 
ihkc. And who are fo good judges of this 
liberty as the people of England, who enjoy 
it in greater perted:ion than thpfe of any 
other nation whatever, and who have bought 
it at a price that tnxA have been deemed 
extravagant for the purchaft of any other 
fublunary advantage whatever ? Where then 
can adequate judge) be found in a cauie 
where the deareft rights and interefts of 
mankind are in queftion, if the appeal be 
not made to tho public of England ? Here, 
a dijference in religious fentiments will have 
no weight, nor will the country of thofe 
people who make their appeal tend to warp 

the 
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the firmnefs of their judgment, Admini- 
ftration in moft countries, cfpecially in fuch 
as are defpotic, blend religion with civil 
polity, arid by mixing and interweaving 
them together make an engine from that 
connexion fubfervient to their power and 
ambition. But the public of England will 
difcriminate better thafi to fuffer themfejtves! 
to be Vo duped in the prefent cafe; they i^v^ill 
make the true diftinftion between religion,' 
and the rights of mankind ; and v^ilL dSei^f-"' 
mine that mankind are not to be diVefte'd of 
their natural rights, ht their r^ligici(n, of 
their country what it may. The^'will |)dr-^, 
ceive that the quefticn here, is riot Wheth^^ 
the appellants be Americsfns^ . ' An^^tiif^/ 
French or Germans ; or whether iri^c^ihy^bfl 
religion they be Diflenters,. Mkhbnifel^riS,. 
Papifts or Lutherans; alil'Whip^^^^^^^ 
fiances are foreign to the jp\lij)6^^ WHere/the^ 
rights of mankind are the|^oiHt iri%itaiibri. 
They know as honeft mdvC te'^t'is'iiri'i'h'-' . 
difpenfable obligation ' i^rij eveii^^ bhi,, '^^tiS 
confequently on them^^4^s|t.h^liiliniefi;/ihdi 
though they be of th^ ^ChtiVch df England,; 
to promote arid i^'cure^'\wner6^^ 
be done, the .rights df 'fii'ankirid to Aoieri- 
cans although they vfceDitferitef 6'; toWiitic^ 
although they be Mahometans '; to' Fi^ench- 
men although they b^ P^j[)ifts ; /ahdv'td 
Germans although the/ 1^<-£tijtht raft §V'^^^ 
country, and the religion of !Bie peof)ie^$itr6 

C • ^''"'^ ■■ ■'■-'L 'in- 
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in queftion, have then nothing to do in the 
prefent decifioil: a particular climate, the 
ceremonies of a church, or the different 
modes of religious faith, are not here under 
examination ; they are all foreign and hete- 
rogeneous to the prefent purpofe ; and the 
only objedt before us is, the rights of man- 
kind, and whether through our means they 
ought to be defpoiled of, or fupported in 
them. 

Of this, I fay, the public of England are 
the bcft judges, becaufe they know too well 
the value of that liberty they have purchafed 
by their anceftors, to fport with it in the 
cafe of others, and therefore cannot be fup- 
pofed to give a wrong judgment > and again, 
becaufe whatever is effefted, cannot be done 
but by their afliftance ; fince no war can be 
carried on, by whomfoever undertaken, but 
by the means of their treafures : fo that it 
remains entirely with the public whether 
peace fhall take place, or war fliall be fup- 
ported, that is, continued. However this 
may be determined, yet I may fay, if there 
be two or three millions of perfons on the 
fame continent, and that thefe are almoft 
unanimous in an opinion, and upon mature 
deliberation cannot avoid thinking as they 
do ; fliould they regulate their adions in 
confequence thereof, this furely can never 
make them the deferving objedts of all the 
vengeance miniftry can pour upon them by 

every 
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every mifery attendant on a moft cruel and 
deftrudtive war I If they have no pity for 
the Americans, they might at leaft have 
ibme tendernefs for us I Are we to be called 
forth at every fit of caprice and humour in 
miniftry to wafte our blood and confumc 
our property^ and this before all other means 
of an equitable and juft reconciliation have 
been attempted ? If the Americans judge 
wrong, it is eafy by reafbning to convince 
them of their error; and re^on, not war> 
is the proper application to rational crea- 
tures. If the Americans judge right, then 
are they blamelefs : why then is recourfe 
had to war ? Or are truth and j uitice, in 
this cafe, enveloped in fuch impervious 
darknefs that the reafon of man cannot perr 
vade it ? If fo, then this fudden immerging 
purfelves into war is rafh and precipitate, 
and the certain and indubitable juftice of 
the caufe, which alone can authorize war^ 
is uncertain and indeterminate. If it can- 
not be determined that they are wrong, 
neither can it be determined that mini- 
, ftry are in the right ; and in defiance of 
every perfuafive influence, this nation is at 
ieall divided in opinion on the matter.— 
Men who are confcious they have the worft 
of the argument, decline reafoning, and 
have recourfe to blows ; and miniftry, after 
their example, rejeft reafon, and afiume the 
fword 5 then follow violenc* and rapine un-» 

C 2 reftrainedf 
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reftraincd^ though no ways conducive to the 
main end and dcfign : and thus the war is 
now profecuting under their aufpices along 
the fea-coafts of America, where their in- 
ofFenfive and defencelefs little towns and 
villages are fired, the inhabitants deftroyed, 
and defolation marks the deftrudtive ruin of 
the grand and awful navy of Great Britain 
as far as its fhips can proceed. What a pi- 
ratical employment for a navy which fliould 
awe the world, and give law to the real ene- 
mies of Britain ! If the Americans enter- 
tained fufpicions of the juftice and modera- 
tion of miniftry in cafe they had acquiefced 
in all the terms required, this manner of 
making war upon them will be judged de- 
cifive of that clemency they were to expecS, 
had they fallen even with the moft abjeft 
fubmiffion at their feet. And what an idea 
muft they entertain of men who, under the 
pretence of eftablifhing peace and fecurity, 
commit murther and rapine, and plunder and 
defolate wherever they go; auferre, truci- 
dare^ rafere falfis nominibus, imperium ; atque 
ubi jolitudinem faciunt ibi pacem appellant^. 

If neither humanity, nor a predilection 
for juftice could prevail on miniftry to de- 
cline adopting this fanguinary meafure, 
war ; good policy ought however to have 



* Tacitus, in V. Jgricola, 
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deterred' them from it. They might have 
been acquainted with- the force of educa- 
tion ; they might have knovvm that minds 
adorned and enriched ' w^ith fentiments of 

. liberty, and breafts panting after it vvrith 
more avidity than thofe of heroes after 
fame, are objeds neither of cruelty," nor 
of contempt. . They might have known the 
Americans are principally the defcendants 
of Britons, w^ho w^ere remarked even by an- 
tiquity as a people formidable in refentihg 
injuries, however eafily wrought into com- 
pliance when their liberty was not afFedled 
by it, — Ipji Britanni deleSiuniyac obeunt trihuta^ 
etinjunSla imperii muner a mpigre^JUnjuriceab" 

Jint : has agre tolerant , jam domiti ut pareanty 
nondum ut ferviant*. They might* have 
known that there cannot be an adl more 
injurious, than by oppreffion to drive a 
whole people into rebellion,' and then to 
punifh them for fuch refiftance. That 
when a generous people are once roufed to 
take up arms in defence of their liberties, 
courage infpired by liberty, like eledlrical 
fire, catches from breaft to breafl: : and that 
war when once blown into a flame, is *as 
contagious as an epidemical difeafe; with 
what fury it may rage, how far it may ex- 



tacitusy in V . Agric, cap, 13, 
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tem^, what it may confume, and whc^i it fhall 
ceafe, are known only to the ot&nifcience of 
Heaven* 

The Americans, as defccndants of Bri- 
tons, are ftrongly attached to tlieir own le- 
giflatures, and with good reafon^ for the 
conftitution of America in King, councils, 
and affemblies, is confonant to the conftitu- 
tion of England. They are too fenfible of 
the advantages derived to them from fuch 
a conftitution, to give it up in exchange for 
' any other mode of government whatever. 
An attempt to force them to a compliance 
hath raifed a general ferment, and put all A- 
merica in arms, which nothing is likely to 
appeafe, but gerrtlenefs, moderation, land jtjf- 
tice. Vengeance, efpoufed by miniftry, is 
oil to the flanxe, which, without the acceffipn 
of fo powerful an excitement, was of itfelf 
too fierce to be quenched by any engines 
of miniftry on thofe principles. A nume-* 
rous people infultcd, and deprived of their 
rights, will become under all difadvantages 
a formidable adverfary; and if they have 
fcventy thoufand well difciplined troojps 
ready to take the field immediately, as the 
Americans have, and as many more who 
can fhortly be muftered, I fee not with 
miniftry, what expectations of advantage 
are to be derived from war with fuch a 
people, and in fuch a caufe. Spain was 
once in pofleflion of the Netherlands 3 be- 
ing 
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ing oppr^pfled, they revolted, and threw off 
the Spaniih yoke ; nor eould fhe recover 
again the dominion of the Netherlands, 
though Spain was at that time the moft pow- 
erful monarchy in Europe. Les HoUandois 
ne /iferomt jamais rSvoltis contre les EJpag" 
nolsji la tyranms des ^fpagnols ri itoit parvenue 
4 un fixcis^ inorme^ que les Hollandois ne pou^ 
voient deyenir plus malheureux : Anti-Machi- 
avel, ch. a* II a fecou^ le joug de la domina-- 
tion Efpagmk^ qui itoit alors la monarchie la 
plus formidable de V Europe, ch. 5. If fo 
fmall, fp weajc a people, but infpired with 
liberty, made fo glorious an achievement a- 
g^ft oppreflion and the whole force of the 
Spanifh monarchy, we may draw a very ra-f 
tional coaqlufion from thence, that at the 
clofe of the prefent war, when my country- 
men {(hall become ruined by the weight of 
taxes exadte^ from them in fupport of it, 
a^d the nation exhaufted of its refources 
bpth in men and money, we may then com- 
pare notes with the Spanifh monarchy ; or 
at beft, make terms which might now be 
agreed on witjhout an efFufion ^of blood and 
wafte of treafure \ and without rifking the 
lofs of America for ever. 

But war is the cry, miniftry are deter- 
mined upon it ; becaufe they themfelves 
feel not the fcourges of war. They fit fe- 
cure^ at once ccmoved both from its dangers 

and 
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and fufFerings ; and the emolument of their 
places renders them infenfiWe of the burthen 
to be fufFered by the people in fupport of it. 
To them it is no more than a tranfient 
dream, and the deepeft of its wounds leaves 
not fo much as a trace either on meniory or 
confcience. They are confcious of not 
having a perpetuity in the office they hold ; 
that they are only mere tenant^ of the day ; 
they prepare againft the evil hour in which 
they (hall be turned out ; and therefore to 
breed confufion is favourable, to their de- 
figns, as it gives them an opportuity to 
fcramble for more, and to carry it away 
with lefs riik of a difcovery. Were not this 
the cafe, fome attention might have been 
paid to a fcheme for the total reje<9:ion of 
the Americans, rather than to involve us in 
a war with them, which cannot fail of being 
highly injurious to thefe kingdoms, let the 
event of this war be what it will. It hath 
been much doubted, and with good reafon, 
whether the retaining of America, even upon 
any terms, can be beneficial to thefe king- 
doms. It hath not yet been made appear, 
thut colonifation is favourable to Great 
Britain : much lefs to continue America as 
a colony whofe extent of territory is im- 
menfe; and this, at the diftance of three 
thoufand miles. Before war had been un- 
dertaken againft America, it Ought firft to 

have 
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have been clearly proved, that America as a 
colony, every circumftance confidered, ig an 
abfolute advantage to this nation.; and next, 
that this advantage was pofitively fuchas 
would more than indemnify us for the lofs 
fuftained by fo expenfive and deftruftive a 
war. Till thefe points are fettled beyond 
the poflibility of a doubt, we are fighting 
without knowing what we contend for; we 
are afting the part of a naadman who in his 
phrenfy feizes on every opportunity to de-- 
ftroy himfelf, without knowing the reafon- 
ablenefs or unreafonablenefs of the motive 
on which he a(3:s, or being confcious of the 
violence of that diforder which hurries him 
along. 

If the two laft wars with France and 
Spain, which confumed fo much of our 
wealth, increafed to fo enormous a fum our 
national debt, and laid fuch a burthen of 
taxes upon us ever fince, to the detriment of 
trade, and oppreflion of the fubjeft; if 
thefe, I fay, were incurred*, as they certain- 
ly were, to promote the intereft of the Ame- 



♦ And moft certain it is, that both the former Spamjh 
(or the No^Searfih) War, and the latter French (or the 
Acadia and Ohio) War, were begun and carried on princi- 
pally with a View to promote the immediate interefts of 
the Northern Colonies. Dean Tucker's Appeal to the 
Landed Intereji^ P« 14* 

ricans 3 



( 3° ) 

ricans ; and annual-j* fums to a conliderable 
amount have been granted from hence, as 
bounties on fundry of their articles of com- 
merce : furely their rejeftion is an objedt 
well deferving the attention of every impar- 
tial perfon in thefe kingdoms, if vve meaiji 
either to live in peace w^ith our neighbours^ 
or prevent our ruin by an accumulated load 
of national debt. As their difputes former^ 
ly forced us into wars with France and 
Spain, the like no doubt will in future be 
reiterated; and let them pay what part of 
the expence they can, we well know the 
heavieft (hare, nay almoft the whole burthen 

of the war muft and will fall to our loL-r- 

> 

Every difpute with foreign powers, and 
brought on by the Americans, muft be car- 
ried on and decided in Europe ; and the 
matter to furnifh thefe contefts is fo various 
and abundant, that we fhill by their means 
be involved almpft perpetually in war ; and 
this the rather, as the party in whofe de- 
fence it is undertaken, and who is the caufe 



t And as to Indigo had it not been for the many Hun- 
dred Thoufands of Pounds fterling, which Great Britain 
has granted in Bounties and Premiums to promote the 
Culture of this article in the Carolines and Virginia j &c. 
Id. p. 56. — And others when imported from America^ are 
not only allowed to be imported duty free, which is juft 
enough j but alfo have enjoyed for many years, the bene* 
fit of large and munificent Bounties given by the Parlia- 
ment of Great-Britain. Id. ib. p. 55, fee alio p. 56. 
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of the difference, will bear fo fmall a propor- 
tion of the expence : and this admits of no 
remedy, for I am inclined to think however 
willing they might be to contribute largely, 
their inability as an infant ftate, or at oeft, 
far fliort of maturity, would be a fufficient 
plea in their behalf. Thus would their con- 
traband commerce at all times be furnifhing 
caufe of contention ; and as we muft as con- 
ftantly come forward and ftand forth tJie 
principal aftor in every tragical fcene of the 
theatre of war, we Aall, having the adver- 
fary at our very gates, be ruined as a com- 
mercial kingdom within the fpace of a cen- 
tury, from the neceffity of giving them that 
protedion by which alone they can be ie- 
cured to us, while the fufferings of the Ame- 
ricans will, from their low eftate, be almoft 
imperceptible ; for he that hath nothing to 
lofe, can hardly be f educed to a lower condi- 
tion; and he that hath much to lofe, by lofing 
that, is ruined. And thus we fhall at the 
fame time feel the fatal effefts of a decreafing 
commerce, and the accumulating load of 
national debt, which will create fuch an 
enormous burthen of ta:!ces, without having 
the means of paying them, that in the end 
it will be found the only relief under fuch 
difficulties will be a general failure of public 
credit, which though a neceflary, muft be 
the dreadful alternative ! In fhort, the funds 
from their foundations muft break up, and 

the 
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the fufFerings of individuals muft become the 
facrifice to compcnfate for^ and to avert a 
general, a public, and univerfal rviin. 

Thefc are fome of the fatal efteds likely 
to refult to Great Britain from fupporting 
.America as a colony. The two laft wars in 
which we were engaged on account of Ame- 
rica*, it is faid, coft us one hundred anjd 
fifty millions fterling. How is Great Bri- 
. tain to be reimburfed this fum alone ? What 
adequate compenTation can be expcfted from 
America, even fuppofing it now, and with- 
out further expence, fubjugated to the will 
of miniftry ? No man I prefume will Judge 
it capable of paying off this fole debt and in- 
tereft within a century, and perhaps not in 
two. During which peripd, if we are to 
proteft it at a rate proportionable to what 
nas been already expended in its defence, 
what will it not coft us fuppofing we wer^ 
siblc to bear the expence ? But left the^e 
contingents fhould not accelerate our ruin 
with that expedition which feems to be re- 



, ♦ In the former Spanifh (or m-fearch) war, you fpcnt 
above fixty millions fterling, includiag the extraordinary 

Aims raifed, and the frdh debts contra<fted : And the 

laft, French, Ohio^ or Acadia War, you fpent above Ninety 
millions fterlinj, if computed after the fame manner.— 

Dean Tucker's Appeal to the Landed Inter ejl^ p. 20. 

And Lord Chefterfield fays, " Upon the whole, then, the 
acquiiition of Canada has coft us fourfcore millions ft^r- 
Mtig/' Letter 328. 
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quired by fome people, we are now led into 
an expenfive and ruinous war againft thefc 
very Americans for whofe proteftion fuch 
large fums have been fo lavifhly fquan- 
dered away. If from the event of war 
they arc to remain a colony of Great Britain, 
this American war, in all probability, wilf 
be no fooner concluded, than we fhall have 
a French and Spanifh war again, upon our 
hands for their protection. War feems to 
be the favourite objedt of miniftry, but the 
objedt of a commercial Nation fhould be 
peace, becaufe peace introduces riches and 
plenty, while the attendants on war are de- 
folation and beggary. But inftead of peace, 
we feem to be in a fair way of dancing the 
round from one war to another without any 
refpite. In the interim it is by no means 
certain, or even probable, notwithftanding 
the pretended fecurity of miniftry, that we 
fhall not be engaged in an American, French, 
and Spanifh war at the fame time; The 
;ood faith and promifes of Princes when it 
becomes their intereft to break through and 
cancel them, is upon record ; and the weak? 
nefs of relying on, or giving credit to fuch 
flattering tales, wholly inexcufable. They 
liave either a natural propenfity to the pre- 
cept laid down by Machiavel, or a wonderful 
aptitude for learning it. Let us attend to 
what the great political teacher advances on 
this fubjed: ** Every man knows how 

*' honour- 
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" honourable it is in a Prince to keep his 
•* word and good faith inviolable, and to 
maintain his integrity. Our times, how- 
ever, have furnifhed us with ftriking ex- 
amples to prove that thofe Princes have 
^^ fucceeded beft, who have not been over 
^* fcrupulous herein, but have had recourfe 
f * to deceit and artifice ; and that in the 
conclufion thefe have always gained the 
fuperiority and advantage over fuch as 
made a profeffion and pracftice of honour 

** and good faith/'-^ *'* A prudent 

Prince, therefore ought not to confine 
himfelf to his faith and promife whenever 
the obfervance ojf them makes againft his 
** intereft, or that the caufes no longer fub- 
fift which brought on fuch engagements* 
True it is, if men were honeft, tnis pre- 
" cept would be naught ; but as ratankind 
** are in. general knaves, and will forfeit their 
** word with you, therefore you are under 
** no obligation to keep yours with them: 
•^ and a Prince can never be at a lofs for a 
V good plea on fuch occafions/* ^antojia 
laitdabile in uno Principe mantinere la Jide, e 
vivere con integrita, ef non con ajiutia^ ciafcuno 
to intende. Nondimeno fe vede per ifperienza 
ne nojiri tempi quelli principi haver Jatto gran 
cofe^ che dellajide hanno tenuto poco conto, 6? 
che hanno faputo con a/iutia aggirare li cervelli 
de gli huominij & alia fine hanno fuper at o quelli 
cbefi fono Jondati in fu la lealta. Non 
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puo per tanto un Signor prudenfe, rte deble of- 
Jervare la Jide^ qiianto tal ojfervantia gli torni 
CQntrOs e che fono Jpente le cagioni che lafecen 
promettere ; &f gli huomini fujfeno tutti buoni^ 
quejlo precetto nonfaria buono^ ma percbefono 
tri/ii, & non F ojerverebbono a te^ tu an$ora non 
Ibai da o/fervar a lore, ne mat ad un Principe 
mancarono cagioni legitime di color are Hnojfer^ 
vanza.* And again, *' A certain Prince of 
^* our tinie-f-, whom it is not proper to 
^* mention by name, was ever reconamend- 
*f ing peace and good faith itx all his dif- 
^* courfe ; but had he adhered to them in 
** pradice, he would have been infallibly 
'^ ftripped both of his kingdom ancj his re- 
** putation/' jilcun Principe di que/ii tempi 
il quale non e ben nominare^ non predica mai altro 
eke pace^ &Jide, & Tuna & P altro quando tba- 
vejfe ojfervata^ gli bavrebbe piu volte tolto lo 
Jlato, & la riputationeX. With what caution 
then ought we to proceed in this American 
war ; if we ought to proceed at all ? And 
what regard is due in fo momentous a mat- 



* II Prin. di Machiavelli. cap» i8. 

t He alludes to Ferdinand, King of Caftile and of 
Arragon, who by perfidy and treachery cotiquered the 
kingdoms of Naples and Navarre. 

X Machiav, ut fupra. 
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tcr to the good faith and promifes, which 
men think they are in fome meafure juftificd 
in the breach of, both from cuftom and pre- 
cept, whenever favourable opportunities 
(hall prefent themfelves. 

But let us fuppofe in favour of miniftry 
that neither France nor Spain are capable of 
perfidy or treachery; let us fuppofe too that 
both are infenfible to their own interefts, 
and that of their fubjedts ; and laftly let us 
fuppofe fas we are in the humour for fuppo- 
ling any thing, however inconfiftent it may 
be) that an unufual fqueamifhnefs of con- 
'fcience fhall induce them to a ftridl obfer- 
vance of their promife, and an implicit ad- 
herence to good faith, in preference to all 
other confiderations and political advantages. 
This is granting, it is true, more than any 
opponent can defire or expe<ftj more than 
reafon, experience, or the nature of the thing 
can poffibly admit of : yet, all this granted, . 
the American war is ftill certain ^ and as 
certain will be the burthen of taxes upon 
the people to defray the expence of it, — 
This is a minifterial, not a national war ; 
and it is fo through our own fault ; and the 
people muft be contented, to bear the confe- 
quences. We fliall do well therefore to 
contemplate them beforehand, that when 
they come rufhing like a deluge upon us, 
we may be in fome degree prepared to bear 

up 
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tfp agai nft lour misfortunes . If America is to 
cpntinue to be a colony of Great Britain^ it 
is evident no limits can be prefcribed to our 
wafte of blood and treafure in fupport of it : 
At peace, or at wgr with America, there is 
no truce nor refpite from charge and expence 
on its account* For if we are at war with 
it, we muft certainly bear the expence of 
that vy^ar j if at peace, then its premiums and 
bounties come into queftion, and what is 
piore infufFerable, its proteftion ; for this 
will neceflarily lead us into perpetual wars 
>vith France ^nd Spain : the principal part 
of wHich burthen niuft be laid on our 
Ihoulders, if not the whole of it, by reafbri 
of the debilitated ftate in which the prefcnt 
war will leave Amerrca, fuppofing we become 
vidlorious. Thus, at peace or at w«ir with 
America, it matters not which,, fo long as 
it remains a colony, we muft be fuflferers 
by its continuing fuch ; and the reite- 
rated wars we fhall be engaged in with 
France and Spain, will drain the very vi- 
tals of the people of landed property in this 
Jcingdom, and at the fame time give fo 
torpid a check to commerce, that even the 
moft flourifhing ftate would not be able to 
bear Up againft fuch weighty calamities. 
An occafional war may be fubmitted to, and 
it may perhaps be confiftent with good policy 
on particular occafions to engage in it ; but 
for a Nation whofe profcffion is hot war, 
like that of the Romans, but commerce i 

D for 



itfelf Iff waf d i\t«) wai^ pr io to plvi its 
m^4*f es^ tiaat. iliey .jp^flJH^ of ftMcfiity jprpmotQ 
it| *Ui^^ ipe^ ip ^»»i^> t&f Eeigiit of, miifcre- 
tio^ iiid fpJly- 

Ta hc/ucc^^hJinihi$ Americin war, he it 
evcx/o ruinous and €p^eiafiye,is notaiAg morQ 
than receiving a fuxe^nd certain pledge of a va- 
f iety ^f eudlefs expciure in future. But \*'e 
are ejBgagcxi in it^ rainiftry 'wUl not rett^B: j^ 
and as it is. an oUied of the higheft in^por- 
tance to this nation, it certainly deoiands 
the attention of <evcrj man of refledion ifli it, 
The event of war is douhtfud, but ^ux xmn 
fecms not to be fo ; that is ^placed on a more 
defperatie iboting. If fuccetsFul, we mu/i be 
ruined : i^ unfucceftful, we may be riuhedt 
A long war with the Americans will reduce 
us tQ a: ftate of w^aknefs hitherto unknown j 
aiwl tf fvidary inclixies at length for us, it 
will only infure to u? future burthens ani 
/expences, future fcroils with France ahi 
Spaia V ,aiwl Arnerica will be fo debilitated 
by the fliock, that ih^ rnuft .:fell back into 
her primitive ilatc : . Weak ^d unable to 
iMake any efforts, Ihe j^fiufl: be nurfed and 
^iurtur'd ^p .anew, the burthen aad eKpence 
of which, is to fall onct nroxe upon Gxeat 
Britain ; who, mxiik become again a fufferer, 
iiat oidy by ferpetratijug the violence^ buj 
afterwards, by repairing the injuries that 
violence ^ath pccafioned : And how is ajil 
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thisisoHsb borne ?i^f at «he ck>fe of a long^ 
war we^att un&Gc^i&ful, and tliis may pro* 
bafaly ibe>the cafe, what will be our concfi^ 
tioa? IwiH not defcribe it; let every one re- 
pia&nit tOihis own Mind a nation ebchauftcd 
of mcp and money in a fruitlefs war ; flip- ^ 
po% vtlie ewii preffent \ and let him akk him- 
felf, what will then be the teniper of the 
people, and how they are to be pacified? ^ 
wlo^ther fc^me convulfion may not folloW 
this miniftuial war, into which the impartial 
uninfluenowl Public have been rehiftantly^ 
forced ? ^and what compenfation may not the 
people, driven to qefperation and defpair,* 
d^^mazni, and feek in their frantic rage, as aii 
atonement -for ib prof life a wafte of Wood and 
tceaftii^ ? It may be anfwered, perhaps, 
( GOiifprmable to a late mode of procecduig 
near this Metropolis) that the militia fliali- 
f^^tisfy them. Bjit the militia may be other- 
wife employed I weak, languid, enervated, 
exhaufted OT «fcen and treafiire, as this Na- 
tion will then te, it is not poffible to imagine- 
that our nat4iral enemies, wiH, under raefe* 
circumfta^es, give us any refpite, whatever 
they may do till then : Franxre' ankf Spain'. 
have- an in tcf eft in our ruin^ and they would 
certainly improve fo promifing an opportu- 
nity to efibilt it. The militia muft be called 
forth to repel the invaders, in whitrh epter-^ 
prize their prowefs niight be ' whqHy cpi- 
play^d, Mot^over the fentiments- of one 
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corps of militia ?ire not todctcrmine the ifenfe 
of the militia of the whole kingdoai on the 
prefent war. There are other counties 
whofe militia do hy no means coincide infen- 
timent on this point, with the militia of that 
county which na$ a4dreffed. That corps, it 
is true, hath fet the example, an example 
pernicious and dangerous enough, for obvious 
rcafons, and as fuch it niuft be eileemed in 
the opinions of the militia throughout the. 
l^ingdpm;, as I do not hear that any of them 
have as yet thought it reafonable or prudent, 
to follov^ fp bold a precedent. And there 
jnay be caufe to furmne, that before this 
American war is brought to a conclufion, 
t|iat gopd reafons will offer to induce this 
militia to wifh they had not been altogether 
ib precipitate in the meafure. Some lingular 
advantages pught to r^fujt to the people from 
the milifia ; we feel it in general onerous, 
but every perfon refident jn the country 
knows it is attended with no fmall additional 
inconveniences 5 the Public, however, are 
content to fubpiit to the ^ftabliflbment, in 
this confidence, that whenever they fliall be 
called upon by their country, they will refo- 
lutely defend and fvipport it, together with 
its juft rights and liberties, againft every in- 
vader } apd nobly acquit themfelves at the 
fame time of their duties both ^s citizens, and 
gs foldiprs. On this confideration alone is a 
militia f^ippprfabje ; this repipved, infup-? 

portable 
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J>dft4ble and intolerable ; and hiuft be Coilfi*- 
dered as an engine in the pay of the people^ 
but in the power of miniftry for the fole 
purpofc of eftablifhing defpotifm on the ruins 
of freedom and liberty. 

But to return to this American war, which 
affords nothing better than art unbounded 
profped: of difafter and defolation, without 
being attended with one benignant ray of 
utility or public good to animate any part of 
the whole fccne* As yet, Vidory makes 
not her appearance; and when that fhall 
happen, Ihe may hoVei* awhile on each fide 
of the Atlantic, before flie makes her paufe^ 
It is as uncertain w&en, as it is 'mAere, ihe 
wiM at laft tak^ her ftand/ If we may be 
allowed to judge from that enthufiafm with 
which the Americans have ftfpoofed their 
caiife, and which in war fails not to infpire 
with the moft undaunted couragd, and confe- 
quently no contemptible objeftin theprefent 
caf^ : If we may form any idea of the 
abilities of their generals from their fpecimens^ 
of their condudt near Bofton, and in Canada : 
If we may be permitted to reafon from, the 
number of their forces already in arms, their 
good difciplinc> equal at leaft to the raw 
levies, and foreign mercenaries fent againft 
them j and the thoufands equally good they 
ftill withhold from the field ; if we confider 
the advantages they derive from climate, 

D 3 nature 
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jiature ^f thp country, ^d thek ftipbHor 
jgftowkdgfe 0f k -y 0u?P if^nott diftance Jf Qfti 
tji<;m 5 an4 our' tfivificJiis at Kome, to which 
rtfeey? p^efe ain unfhftfcen $nd inv>B§ibk una- 
nimity ; I fay, if we pSay be intitled to .argue 
{rt>in. th^ie cj^mhittci , cireunaAances fp fa- 
vcfurabfe to th^ir paufe, not to siieirtiott a 
:multi|^icity. df pthfers which cf^not faM of 
foggefting theijifelv^s to thfe teind of evaJy 
one of u^, can we fu^ofe^ evea imdeif the 
moft fljrtteiiflg feries of events,! thit 1w haVe 
:ftof lentcfed u^qn ^ war lik$)ly to prove df long 
jh>ntinuai%c^, thkt wiJl .probably be protra^0d 
.{(yr. 9 ttvftnfotf pf Jre^^s, ajjd ^ ? onf5?qifehTtly 
ifigl^iy injuriQfts to. thefe kingdom? f We 
fJhfaye ta cofltend with ixleh who iii this:eDn- 
«leflt cofifider: their, al} te Jb'e at ftake^ w^hn^c 
\to co|)e with oeither^^FcffK^i por fipi^ird, 
cbi:^t the defc^adant« of Bfitbii^, iDufr wiceftor^, 
-aiid. ^ho no doubt jwitt bp ;js, rofdlutft kj 
irbaittlcj ^. th^ Ww^i, ,^y poflefe :thfe fame 
dcfireforjifcer^, and Bb^ty has^evftt ii>f|Jired 
rmcii; wkh, thfe firnSeft courage; j»d to this 
:di^ toivie:a!dd«4 erithttfijtfw*. Whkh^ ififallibly 
ItfcQps r^p:4iid fupp6/^ :the fpi^it of cotirijfe 
*:'and pcrfeverliule to the J^;. kis thfe> Whiah 
vmafces: heroes it wai*,. and jft civil life thofe 
I'^gcriiufcsrvifejead jcrf as ftajeflnert, philofoipheris, 
pbeb and the Hkfe; '^nd if vf^ dredit GVifm?, 
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n^t 4U tey ^ grfca» ^tam €«ift 'W^ did 

fi c^ j)oflfefi mare of lefe rf en^wiiafiii : 

JVf^«^ 'fMpmm vir magnus Jim diquo af- 

fi&tu dwirto fecit . N«. 'I>ew. 2,^6. As tb^' 

it were ^n emanatfenf of the ^leftkl ;power 

JtrafRrfufedjinrta the miftd« of men^ePbrighteu 

^and itjvi^rttte th.e?m for ^ feaf0n,^hat the 

agent may be thcrr^by ei>afl>led to torttpleat 

^c iKrfinefs sdBigned •him. <Whet*ier this be 

lb. Of not:; let it %e -ifeil, or imaginary ; a 

'fiaft, or isi vifion ; 'k' ;k' ahogtJther' immaterial 

?nt 'Ae pEefent cafe : The Americaivs poflefs 

^lie eiithttfiafin, or ^think they dio i<yi they 

%ave coiifiiJefrce in if, and the ^effe^ ^ill be 

<flic feme. Many df the antientii and par- 

^fctflarl;^ Ae flRLotnan^, did fo bdfdre ttim, 

an^d numbeflcffi inftanfces might be colle<!tcd 

<from their hfftofy^iii -proof bf it, ani that it 

^trats 4s cpiiftantly attencfed with idccefe in 

iltttfle, afs ori <hdfe o^eajlon^^ they faikd not 

to eftablifii viiftpry m tfjye flai^hter bf their 

eitcnries. Hnfd how mudh foever modern 

heroes -may afKi£k ^to-di^plfe the notiefrt, arid 

to treat 'it' wit^ comempt, while their own 

extdlent^e, -ff any they have, couMs prin- 



♦ And Milton either poffefied this enthufiafm, or 
fancied that^hedid, when Tpeiaiiiig of the cfivinewifaom, 
he fays, 'B. /.J v. 29, 

■ ^■.■. ■■■ jW hileib)^^ 
Yifiteft IQJ5 flumt^ra^nigbtly, &c 

• - •■ k^ 
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cipallyin protradling a war to their eau^u* 
ment arid profit 5 yet I will venture to fay, 
that a people under thi$ influence, is the 
moft dangerous, becaufe the; moft defperatc 
enemy that can be attacked. And fliould 
the Americans, under this influence, de&at 
our forces as often as they join battle with 
them, I muft confefs it would not furprize 
me; for it would be no more, nor even fo 
much, as the French did under the like 
enthufiafm both at Orleans, Patay, and in 
every rencountei- in that campaign, under 
the aufpice^, conduct, infpiration, or what 
you pleafe of Joan D'Arc, or the Maid of 
Orleans in the year, 1429: And this too^ 
when the fltuation of their affairs was becouM 
almoft defperate, and our troops had been 
flufjicd with repeated fuccefe, and every 
where vi<3:orious till the time of her public 
appctarance, when ihe infpired the defponding 
French army with an enthufiafm which 
totally turned the balance of war, gave them 
to fuftnount all difficulties, made them 
every where victorious over their conquerors^ 
who were either deftroyed or fled before 
her. 

If it may not be admitted that this enthu- 
fiafm for liberty will entirely deftroy our 
hopes of fuccefs in Arnerica ; at leaft, the 
probability of its protradting the war, can- 
not be denied. This cixthufiafm, this fpirit 
for liberty is' gone forth throughdut that 
.-. \-^ land. 
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land, and has afiedted each fcx, ^nd all ages. 
The women are as much under its influence^ 
as the men: and children who have yet to 
learn tp fpeak, lifp Ae word. Liberty, 
even in the remoteft corners of that continent* 
If all this tends not immediately to vi<3:ory, 
it tends at leaft to firmnefs and refolution to 
fupport the conteft ; the conteft fupporte^ 
the war is protrafted 5 and this, lapprehend, 
will be attended with more fatal cpnfequence 
to Great Britain than a f udden and totaj defeat 
and mifearriage in the enterprize ; as this 
will give a decifive ftroke to a conteft greativ 
injurious^^ to thefe kingdqms, but which will 
become much more fq by the continuance of 
it* But fetting afide all extraordinary eflForts 
on the part of the Americans, there is no 
reafon to furmife this war will hayc' a fhort* 
iflue. Great Britain can bri^g /no land 
forces againft them with whic;h they are 
not able to contend with one fourth part of 
their forces. It is not one defeat, nor ten, 
that can be decifive of their fatQj their 
armies can be reinforced immediately, upon 
the fpot, as occafion requires, and . with as 
good troops as thofe they loft. When our 
Navy has finiihed its plundering, pillaging, 
and burning, on their coafts, there will be 
•an end of its operations ; th& little injury it 
can do them more than this, is not worth 
naming. If our army marches into the 
country, it can be np fupport to them, no 

retreat 



'for cfhemiefr, the further ifiej^ march inland, 
Ae ttioire eafily v^rffl aflft ^omtnimication lie 
"ti* off, fMid if they So trot proceed forward, 
lpt6W are they to ct>iTdtier ? fliey muft 
kiiow, from the erfetrt oi laftyear, ^hatthe 
Amterkarts aire not tb ^ irignteiied by the 
tetfe tfp^arance of troops lent to their conti- 
uctett ; and if they ti^re itot fo lafl year, ^c 
^may teadHy cdndtrdte they wfW |iot 'bd fo 
^iliis, lar^thfc heirt, a^^ldejr ate better j)repared 
4bf Afek--rfcCc^on* ^he want of fortified 
^ttees «'in%rdtrr df the nati\'es, efpecially 
^en attended witfa ^h extetit 6f trduntry, 
^'Ibir ^fttddli} otrr artiiy tdke from them ^n ad- 
'^utmg^om pcrft, it m^y as ©afily be reduced 
;^o^e-neteffltjr of qaittfng it, everything 
^jteoHrtd'them is lioftile, an4 all tvoliM ton- 
-<J)ire 'ito ittakc them quit ^the p(>ffei3idn*by 
>a*var}etyt)f means,- nor can anything of 
^•fcit^kittd'be long ttn^lc where the eneniy 
tfe'To^giteafly^eritir rn .mrmbers. ^e c^an 
^fehd riattrtn'y to America fufficitfnt fo make 
it%i-kig ^fdffh ^11 its troops into the field ; 
Hartd'<!buW wedo thr$, we fliould be mittaken 
ff^Wfe imagined it cxJuid reduce ^them* to a 
'Iftarvittg cottditjoii. Agriculture wotttd be 
-'eafried ^on iieatly sifter the fame n^aniier it 
•tatowis, as WcH as^ their manufadures ^ "there 
i^hvpcAy^ty btandi ttf either that coiild not 
^be diecutett ^jymdn iShrough age'uiifit for 
^^fnnfs'j 'by 'the ^wcnm^ 5 ^a by youth yet 
^' ■' immature 



ifhmxtvAt For iferVke^ ttsofc «ttr£uM fvttadfi 

tiieir tt(kft^ ^rtik dl the iltce^rira itf )life 

%hafc waPFfohs can Tecjriirk. /Vs a &iMtaintte 

fbr i^rccie they, lialve ; lifiued :a |K^er rmdik^; 

*^nd perinif)s without eidbei^ they 'lAiiglit I1M& . 

.licen rniafaS!^ to x^cy; on the waoi^ ^peirib 

.baiiooeiacry fn^dtifuibriii'fbntigifrtmBic:^ Ibiilt 

^ith tiiemy ail ibrcign tioibindirce vnlt be 

cut vff, tor become ^ntionfpcter&it^ ffid 

tiverefbit tlidjr Siavte more Hp^de Aaiitbetfs 

win Tci|riirc>^ And -weite they ^twdiout it, 

«rs the waris donifeflSc^ itnJwht ^fiibfy iJe 

^j^iied oil as the fiidians doim or^K^^lAl 

cdtriitftes^drigklally 61x1% €hr cduld btmdt, 

yet by means 4)fi tMs^'paper tiwtiit if^iich 4lli^ 

'hove, Bird xHiieh stfifwn® diY lsv43^ 1^^ 

nnrc^artion istttiong ^them icfae f^rpblfe <df 

^i^eciv, the^tfiisTfirmtil:bt0!heQ^ccmtin(l9d 
fJw vraitt of dib^fctttci^ 

obvidtts Ts% wfe tkceaieii^with the^^ilsifectts 

^eisclodes lue ^fr<^ tmiking tdiy^ptilils ^ibr 

-ovrtoffess ^(9%ofe^ibi<M0f \M(adthifi^ 

:^to^clld^d tboK irom IcRCury^ ots ^co^c(^.« 

i «^t^idei^m«d^ditif v'^iefi'^^ 

and who are therefore better enablednto^fiip- 

rpdrt ' tHea)fe]vrsr ciitder isiigtta^ ^labdtr, ^and 

^^6 ^Jttliitoft kiMiwaJbie >fevemi^ of ^nvT; 

aald -whofe cotiri^ isnecliid, "i^ofeidiSbiplifle 

is little tif lat^ll inferior,^ iud who&^Oitiu 

bert 'fl^^ekceed allr^e^^eterm trooper ' to- 

* ■ gethcr 
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gether with the raw new levies, both forefgit 
and domeftic, that can be collected from all 
quarters, to be feht againft them : whilft 
dicir generals in point of courage, condudl, 
and ability, (odious > comparifons apart) 
would do honour to Great Britain itfelf. 
What do thefe united advantages portend, 
but a total defeat on our part; or a long 
protraAed war, if we are able to bear up 
againft them? For as to Ruffian fuccours, 
the Powers of Europe will not fufier them 
to be (employed againft America. No, fay 
they, : (with France at their head) like the 
Cadniean heroes deftroy each other as fail as 
you pleafe; but we will have no Ruffians 
introduced, to fpare the llaughtcr of your 
own troops ; or to improve theirs in the art 
of war ; confine the war to yourfelvcs, we 
wifli you to be humiliated, and this will 
cflfeft it : whatever advantages you may 
propoie to your£blf from thjjs Ka^fAuec, vixnf, 
fliould any arife, we will feduloufly wait the 
opportunity of converting them to our 
emolument, and your lofs. But if you em- 
ploy Ruffian troops, your own will be kept 
in referve, and thefe may defeat our intended 
cnterprize. 

If therefore the government of Ruffia 
were weak, or wicked enough, to let to 
hire thirty thoufand of its troops for this 
expedition, (and common report aflerts fuch 
a tender was made) they could not be ac- 
cepted^ 
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cepted without engaging us in a war with 
the Powers of Europe : fo that all refources 
of this nature muft cither be renounced, or 
by accepting them we muft be content with 
involving ourfelves in further difficulties. 
Moreover, it is almoft incredible, (unlefs 
we give implicit faith to what * Lord Chef- 
tcrfield has advanced) that Ruffia at any 
time made that offer, as it would be taking 
a meafure at once both weak, and wicked ; 
weak, becaufe that power hath fo recently 
terminated a war wherein the lofs of its 
fubjeSs has not been inconfiderable, and 
even before the commencement of that war 
its country was not nearly half peopled ; to 
exhauft then, and make a further facrifice of 
its inhabitants in a caufe where it has no 
real intereft or concern, inftead of employ-* 
ing every mean of promoting population in 
its half peopled towns and wide extended 
dcferts, would be not only a weaknefs, but 
an unpardonable political error. As to the 
wickednefs, it is a traffic which ftands felf- 
condemned -, the impropriety of it in a 
political, the inhumanity in a moral, and 
the uncharitablenefs in a religious view, are 
too ftrjking, and plead too powerfully againft 

* The Court of Peteriburg is beggarly, profufc, 
greedy, and by no means fcrupulous. Why fhould jve 
jiot flip in there and outbid them ?-^ And if we bid 
handfpmely, I do not believe the bonne foi of that Court 
^ould ftand in the way. Letter 291, 
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tod jCQWcJepvn^d* PxjJo4e4^ ^ ^^ecr^tcii 
l^ cKfiiy. friend, ^nj :pa(*>^P» o)f ifiiJ^pkipd. 

p^ ,tb^ level witl^.dogs a^d buIU which ^e 
jjet to hire fQr:(bei^ght ? fhe i,nftit«^ifli> 

^qountrj^, ,h}itthefnd*=M«$^ »f wftr#nd<^ 
cpparaeroe are pejrver^^ wto jircw^s^ftrp 
jipt it9. hfre. W^e,h^V)>?«0 ^o^d Jfhftt it i? 

*^ URl«y£i;d to pi^e a ^y^c i^ thigg^ 

*..* ;tl^ ^e facfcd^^ A^d rwhft is n^orp jT^j&fed 
*' than tJbe blofld of i^«n ?" fj'f^ttuiifm du 

tmive^x.p9ur k <^qmba$f c'efi^ mfin^kt!^ 

faintly ebl g^y ^^tif 4fpim fe^^qne k fang 
4^Jfmm^sS Axi\inM^)my^\> <^- «lt- 
';!^e are then ,ieft *o iwrf^ves to cai^y ^ 

and (jon^lude th? 'mh ^ftJeC« .witJi .th8:feiae 

^uflinefe .with w^ich it >m?^ wnd^r^tiri^e .¥^ 

ihall thinfc proper tf> ^«i^ oijri§lft?# jm9 
%ther.difficulties with thp-04igk]^o,uril!«^, 
like lugj, who not f^tififi^ .^ith.fe^JRg fftr 
vengc oa ,^ hprn^t x\vfej^ liad Attag^JM. 

incenfcd the whole neft, which furrounded 
and ftung him. to deftth. ,Hkreareitwpgr«at 
evils [&t beforie us : Wta ^ig^nil: Awfiae^ 
with our own ftpenethj or war againft Ainc- 
rica and fome of the ft?tes of Buxogp ftth^ 

fame 



fame time, ia confec^uence of ,r<eceiving 
jfbreign flicQour* "f he leaft qf Ac^ twq 
c^ls Ajnttt be the ^taking the Apierican 
war teiitirdy upoii ourfdves ; and for thefe 
reafons, beQaufci in the. en4 it will be leaft 
e^yrexifive; ^nd may. attb prevent our beini 
fwalld^yed tip Ijy it geperal convulfion whici 
might btherwlie happen in Europsj; while 
we w^^ Injiily engaged In profecuting thi$ 
American war. rtjr {houtd we be attacked 
at the iHn^e time by France and Sp^in, iri 

Site of bur alliances. Great Britain an4 
anpver muft go to the bottom, or 
fhii Amefican war muft be given up, 
that we rt>ay be enable^ to defend our- 
felves/ III which cafe, America would lo{$ 
T\o time to iijiprove i%s ftfength by land and 
by feaj and^s an attempt has been in^de/td 
deftroy it? liberty, no fuccour could be ex- 
peftea from that quaver againft our enemies, 
and we ihafl have np reafon to complain if 
It does oet Join them to retfJlate the injury'. 
To aft then with out" fole ftrength againi: 
Amertpa, de^erate as the 0vent wjll^ i ap- 
prehend, deterniine It to t)e, is die only al- 
ternative ; and this cap Aat^er the moft 
fanguine expectations of thofe who promotfe 
this war, with the hope of nothing more 
favourable than a protracted, and ox courfe 
a ruinous war to thefe Kingdoms : for if our 
forces aire not defeated, and fliortly too, the 
contrary liiufl: rather be imputed tb fortune 

and 
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4nd accident than to zr\y other cauic, lince 
from circumftances in general, the advantage 
evidently preponderates on the fide of 
America. 

In the fecond Punic war, Annib^I marched 
with a powerful army into the heart of the 
Roman empire -, and the conteft on the part 
of the Romans was no longer for glory, but 
for fafety and liberty. During the fpace of 
eighteen years, for fo long that war con- 
tinued, ' neither Annibal could fubdue. the 
Romans, nor the Romans conquer Annibal. 
At length it is true the Romans were vidtori-r 
ous ; and the price of viftory was almoft 
their ruin: for fo great had been their 
flaughter, that on a comparifon of the inr 
juries each party had received, that which 
at lafl became victorious bore the ftrongeft 
marks of a conquered people, Sed a deo da-- 
dium airocitate terribilius^ ut Ji quts confer at 
damna utriufque populu Jimilior viao Jit populus 
qui vicitf fays Floras. But Annibal though 
he had marched his army which was very 
powerful, almoft ovQr every part of the em- 
pire ; though he was himfqlf a nioft con- 
fummate general, fortunate, and viftorious 
in almoft every enterprize and engagement; 
though he gained a complete vidtory with a 
dreadful flaughter of almoft the whole of 
the Roman army at the firft battle; and 
though many cities and provinces of the 
empire, fubmitted to, declared for, and af- 

fifted 
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lifted him againft the Romans^ during the 
courfe of the war : yet, all he could accom- 
plijQb^ and the futn of his atchievement 
amounted only to thii, that he had made a 
great flaughter of the eliemy^ ruined the 
country, protra(fted the war for the Ipace of 
eighteen years, and was at laft obliged to 
withdraw his army, and retire to defend his 
own country. So ended this deftru^ve ex- 
pedition, even under the condudt of Annibal 
liimfelf. But where are our Annibals to 
fend againfl: America ? That Army, one 
half of which it was vainly, ignorantly, 
and ridiculoufly aiferted would march in 
triumph from one extremity of that con- 
tinent to the other, what has it performed ? 
Could any thing be more weak in its opera- 
tions, excepting only the judgment of thofe 
who promifed us fo much from.it, and the 
credulity of thofe who gave credit to it ? 
In the two little conflifts which happened^ 
has not a fmall body of that enemy whofe 
whole force they affeded to delpifc and 
contemn, fo feverely treated a body of troops 
fent to diflodge them, that they Ibtggered at 
leaft, if they did not abfolutely retreat ^ and 
was it not found neceflary to fend them a 
ftrong reinforcement kaft they fhould be 
cut oiF; and did they not fufFer a great 
flaughter though they fought under the pro- 
tefting fire of fleet and batteries ? And had 
they not before been repulfed, flaughtered^ 

£ and 
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and obliged, by this very enc};(ny^ td f«k 
protedioii under the cannon of Bofton ? Is 
this the boafted triumphal march of, our 
troops oter' all America: and is this the 
enemjr which, the wifdom of miniftry, and 
their weak abettors, ajflSsded to jdcfpife? and 
where, after all that has been done, is con-, 
tempt due, if, however, that contempt be 
not mcfre properly exchanged for jull inr 
dighation! How dii&fent is this beginning 
of pur enterprize from that of Annibal at* 
the battle o£ Carmes ! Yet we were promifcd, 
as much, hay much more from tms army, 
for one half 6f it was to fubdue all AmeridsL; 
inftead of which, its great merit has been to 
be able defend itfelf, though in a half-ftarvcd, 
condition^ againft the enemy it was to con- 
qtier; and this could only be erfe<fled by 
means of the ftrongeft fortifications that 
could be devifed for its fecurity. Having as 
yet made no conqueft, and being debilitated 
both by adion and inadtion, confequently no 
jJrovincc^ city, oy town has declared itfelf 
in our feivour^ as a part of the Roman em- 
pire did foi^ that general : on the contraryt 
the forts of Chambl^e and St, John's in 
Canada have furrendered to, and are taken 
^poffeffion of by a par^ of the enemy's troops 
which has been fent againft thofe places ; 
and it is doubtful whether Quebec be not in 
tficir adiial pofleffion at this time ; and if fo, 
they have made themfelves mafters of all 

Canada, 
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Cana4a, the cohque;ft of which coft us, ac- 
CQfciing to * Lord. Chefterficld's account, 
no lefs than fourfcore millions fterling. 
Had the enterprize of Annibal in his firft 
operations been attende4 with inaufpicious 
difadvantages like thefe, hbwe^ver great his 
fkill, courage, and abilities niight be, I am 
incjined to think,he would l^ve retreated in 
defp^ir to have prevented his ruin. We have 
nb general J who clai^ns the military abilities 
of Anqihal, and if there were, he would 
not have an army like tl^at of Annibal to 
Cj3mmand. J? it for thefe reafons that the 
wifdom of miniftry orders this^ {pattered 
army to remain where, it is ? But they are to 
be reinforced; True. ,But can you fend to 
America aii army of feventy or eighty thou- 
fand rnen cqmplete for tli^ field ? Perhaps 
an army fbmewhat lefs than jthis nxight pro- 
tradt the war, and thereby become beneficial^ 
to miniftry ar^i their friends ^ but it is doubt- 
ful whether fuch an army would be able to 
conquer America. If it could, much time 
Would be required to effeft it ; and much 
bloodfhed on both fides would difgrace the 
conqueft. But whether it could, or not, 
certain it is. miniftry cannot fend it. To 
talk qf any reinforcenient they can fend as 
efieftual to this purppfe, is as frivolous now, 

as it was futile before ta make an often-* 

... . ,,►... 
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tatious parade of what that army would do . 
which was fent. How that army fucceeded 
we all know, for we all know it did not 
fucceed : and we fhall know when reinforce- 
ments are fent, that they will fucceed no 
better. Thefe expedients may perhaps ferve 
to delude the vulgar, but thofe who can fee,, 
and reafon, will not fufFer themfelves to be 
made the dupes of fo fhallow an artifice* 
The fame wifdom which dictated the war*' 
ahd the fame counfels which diredted for- 
lAer Yneafures, will prefide over the future. 
Their efftfts are but too well known and 
felt, and the Americans would be unreafon- 
able indeed to wifti for any circumftance 
more favourable to their caufe ; and we, to 
expedt fuccefs under the aufpices of fuch an 
adminiftration. If the enterprife of Annibal 
proved fatal to his country, though under- 
taken and profccuted under fo many appar 
rent advantages not one of which attends 
ours againft America, why may not our 
perfifting therein render it as fatal to us, as 
that was to Carthage ? It is with nations as 
with individuals, ill-judged fecurity and un- 
feigned contempt, are too often the means 
and prognoftics of ruin. We have no idea, 
that the Americans can conquers and I have 
no opinion of the poflibility of our con- 
quering them ; if We do, I am perfuaded it 
muft be eiFedted by their fault, rather than 
be the confequcnce of our councils, or any 
/ • army 
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army we can fend againft them. True it is> 
we may keep up a long and tedious war i 
and this is all we can do^ and, I prefume^ 
all that adminiftration are now doing, or in~ 
deed mean to do. How the people will 
relifli fo burthenfome an expenfe, future 
time will declare ; for a war fo carried on 
will necelTarily reduce us to the condition 
the poet fpeaks of, which is truly pitiable 
even when attended with vidory, Proprmfyue 
fuire periclo quibus fuperate datum. Succefs 
upon thefe tepns would alnioft bring us to 
ruin* ' 

Thia American war cannot be fuppcM'ted 
without very extraordinary fupplies. Monies 
muft be levied, and new additional taxes 
impofed on the fubjedt, not only to fupport 
the war, but to make good the deficiencies 
of duties and cuftoms of American com- 
merce which is now at an end. How ad-> 
miniflration can fuppoft we (hould cheer- 
fully fubmit to fuch burthens, and in fuch 
a caufe, is to me inconceiveable, if they 
confider the Public in any better light than as 
fo many beafts devoted to bear whatever 
weight their caprice fhall be pleisifed to load 
them withal. Since the laft war, though a 
profound peace has fubfifted, uninterrupted 
by expenfive fquabbles either in Europe or 
America, yet me public has received little 
qt no relief in the article of taxation; taxes 
have been continued almoil in the iame 

ftate. 
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cAirtyFng on ^ ^igd»Bus *w^, Thfefe fetxies 
\Ottie ^eavy, btirthenfoiiie, ' arid •grie\^ofrs, 
anfd the ;peop!e fetd a right 'to ^kpdd: aHe- 
viatiori ahd iredrefs'm fo important a ttiatter, 
and in proportion -to the oppreflioh. But 
iriftead of redrefs, iJiefe burthelns *tfe now 
tb be redoubled, by this new device of 
plun^ng u^ into ah American war. 

War, ^tth any ^ftate, and eventual as it 
may be, will evfer^promdte the^di^fighs 6f a . 
Ifeff-irite^reflred mihiftry. It is a pioliticial 
maxim adopted in moft countries, when 
a -people are (diflatisfied with mihiftry, for 
mittiftry to divert, if pofSble, f hat Attention 
from thfemf^tes, by ihtfodudrri^ feme other 
crbjefl;, sfnd H!his dbjeO: is generally war. 
Thus fectfrity lref»Its to mittiftiy from the 
averted attention df the public from them, 
to war, as failors derive iafety from throw- 
ing but a barrel to attMlfe the Mrhak, The 
ffeople have no confidence in^toi^iftry ^ ^a»d 
i«uhftiftry are confcious of it. They hold 
their office by a prt Carious temare, and hope 
fo long as they amufe the pirt>lic^ that they 
may temain iwi noticed ; 4>ut if ^t public 
has leifore to refldft, Ibey expert to be re-^ 
moved ; bccaufe the grbunds of their com- 
plaints are juft and reafoftabk. War being 
therefore for the prefent advantage of a 
miniftry fo fituated, and in, truth any wa*" iii 
preference to no war, we <:Unftbt be fwpri^fed 

to 
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to £m thetoi engage in it with keepefs .and 
avidity, or J)ron\ote il;s continuance jvitb a 
fettled '^fel d^teriwiAed rpfolution, preferafely 
to any other mode of. proceeding, \^ith the 
; AmericJins, even.thpu^h they were cpnfcious 
of thie certain infufficiency of any fgrCQ they 
can feaiH lagainft them for the . pwrpofe of 
confc[ueflu There fire bejQides, other, coa* 
trngencies which niake .War a minifterial 
hapv^ei^ ^ their rerations, friends, and nwme- 
rbus depehdent's, which my l^ord Boling- 
brokfe fomewher^ enaphatically fl;iles the 
lumi& ff a mn^kyt and the jumitun ^ a 
courts ire. by this nie^,ii prpvi^^ ^P^t aijd 
liberally fupported at the public exp?nice: 
ifa proportion as the properjCy of $he fuhjeift 
is thus legally pluijdered to the injury of 
the whcJe comnauiiity, thefe itidiyiduals are 
filling their bofoins with, the fheav^. whigh 
wdre cultivated at the ichwg? qi, others by 
the c'dreful hands of induftiy,. B.Bt i% im^ 
ports not whencfe thi?, 4ccumulation is Qiadf ; 
nor who aye the f^fferei^s to fuch a ftat? pf 
diftrrfsi^ arc W9 xjow reduced, that miHiftry 
make their demands upon us, and ]bpw<;y$r 
cxorbitanlfe the pMblic is under the npceflity 
pf cpraplyiag with thenj. Jt H in vain ta. 
look for juftice or jupderation frojcn the 
ifaiids of nuniftry ; they have p^rchafed their 
power and influence, and muft be refunded 
their purchafe money with a large iurplus, 
aijid this can only come from ihe body of t|ie 

E 4. pcoplct^ 
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people. So long therefore as we decline the 
vindicatibn of our rights, and the fecuring 
of our property from becoming the prey of 
miniftry, fo long will miniftry, which is 
daily increafing in power and approaching 
to political omnipotence, proceed to load us 
with their enormous burthens ; till at laft 
we liiuft iink under their rigour^ and the 
load of delbotifm they will heap upon us. 
If a very unall fhare of that 4dulous art 
and artifice, difguife and fedu^on, avarice 
and ambition, intrigue and political nu* 
noeuvres, which have been fo uniformly 
maintained, fupported and praftifed both at 
Court and in Cabinet, had been converted 
into a firm unfhaken regard fbr the public 
weal, this American vrar had not now been 
the topic of converfation, or the caufe of 
impoverifhing this Nation ; and perfuaded I 
am, that miniftry in fuch cafe would as foon 
have thought of inviting an army of forty 
thoufand French into the heart of this 
Kingdom, as to have fent thirty thoufand 
troops to America to make war on its in- 
habitants. 

But war is advantageous to a miniftry ; 
the fword therefore is drawn : and true it is, 
that a madman can draw a fword, which a 
wife man may not be able, when he would^ 
to rc;place in the fcabbard. War is now 
gone forth, as a tempeft howling over the 
peaceful deep, to throw ?very thing into 

con^- 
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, confufion, and to deal deftruftion oh every 

. fide. Who fhall fet bounds to the devafta- 
tion, Umit its duration^ and reftore peace! 
Innumerable obftruiStions will every day arife 

' to prevent it ; the advantages either party 
may have .gained in rfie warfare, the confi- 

- dence each will .entertain of. its fuperior 
ftrength, the habit the people will have con- 
tra6t^ for war, and their difinclination to 
follow any other employment for a mainte- 
nance, tM enmity and averfion each party 

' may entertain for the other from repeated 
violence and injuries reciprocally given and 
received, with a thoufand other caufcs likely 
to ftart forth, vdll make a reconciliation, 
however neceflary or defireable, become ex- 
tremely difficult, if at all pradicable, 'till 
conqueft be determined either on the one 
fide or on the other. So dreadful art then 
thefe folemn appeals to Heaven! Miniftry 
have made the appeal : I hope they have 
confidence in the juftice of their caufe : I 
proteft I have nont. But with millions, I 

. may fay, in this kingdom, am utterly averfe 
to the meafure, and wafli my hands of all 
the guilt of each drop of the innocent blood 

• that already has been, or in future fhall be 
Ipilt on this melancholy occafion. , . . 

Since this American conteft has been in 
agitation, a notion has prevailed both in 
public and private, that the landed intereft 
of Great Britain are the abettors of miniftry 

J in 



In this Amcricaa warl' i fan .pcrTu^ed^ 
whoever grounds ditei^e- iifiiglit be for fuch 
an ^ffSftion, that it cannot /.bt^.^Qerally 
Iptekiftg, true : for certain it isi if their hu- 
manity did not lead them to be avrrfe to 
ihk ^ar, their intereft ^ however, ought to 
bave ¥i^ade them deteft it. Bat* as ^e land-* 
ho\dtt$ make fo important a part of the 
body of the people of Great Britain^ it is 
n^ixfkry to remove the prepofiefiions of 
f6(Hc, and €0 inform the judgment of others 
by giving this fubje£fc a fhort difbufBon. la 
the prefent cafe, it is neceflary to ctirixk the 
landh^dws into 'two claffes. The oiie in- 
<eludes the Isaidhbiders who have fome 
profeflion, bufinefsi empioymcnt, or arty 
other mean, from which they.ddrivt :a re^. 
Vttide or intome ibftraftcdly friom that of 
th^ir le^ds« The 6ther clafs includes diofe 
fendholders whofc fole revenue is theJretits 
iand profits of dieir lands^ without having 
feparate and diftindt incomes like the foriner. 
JMow I Would UOt be fuppofed to deiiy riiat 
ther^ jare ittaity of the llndholders of this 
^r(t cla(b Who ^join the miniftry. Miniftry 
liaye fo many lucrative appoiotmertts to dif- 
pafe of In every profeffion and in every de- 
partment of life men can be engaged in, 
together with fo many finecures, and dou- 
ceurs for every eniergency, that it is not 
i-eafonable in our time to imagine that diofe 
:Who poflefs thbm ihould not become a^ in- 
different 
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different • to the calamities of ' this "war ^ at 
theyi4U'e to the burthen this war will brintg 
upon their landed property 9 as fuch^pcnnt'- 
xncmis exceed-oftentimes the whole value af 
their rents i and in any cafe muft coftfider- 
ably overbalance any taxaticxn their lands are 
likely to be fubjeded to oh that raceouat.-M 
As thefe emoluments from miniftry^ are not 
difpo&d of on terms which leave to the pbf*^ 
Mors the freedom of a&ing^ there is littlb 
rpom to expert they would relinquifli ftdh ^ 
advantages^ and the £de of miniftry, for tbe 
bare liberty of . afting on their own fwia- 
ciples. Thefe, therefore, may in general 
be fuppofed to, unite with minifhy ; toge- 
ther with all iuch as are expeiStaiiits, eithdr 
in behalf of themfelves or others, and thid 
may ext^d to very remx>te cofuq^iofis*-*-^ 
But for thofe of the fecond claf$9.the Itod^ 
holders coniidered juterely as fuch, I do ap* 
prehend both from what I iee, and from the 
nature of the cafe, that they do ne(t, in tfai$ 
ilep at leaft, unite with miniftry 5 smdcer** 
tainly, nothing can l^t more diametrically 
oppofite to their intereft, thw for theim to 
to do. I believe however that {t>mc artifice 
hath been pra&iied by miniftry and their 
^mif&ries to allure them. Tht ignis Jatum 
which was fent forth to bewilder their 
fenfes, to weaiy them by a reftlefs toil in a 
vain and imaginaiy purfuit^ and at laft to 
plunge itiax^ into inextricable difficulties, 

was 
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was tiofhing lefs than a pretended alleviation 
of the land-tax. Miniftry well know where 
hardships are placed ; I would too that they 
were as fedulous to remove them. They 
generally know likewife the means of lead- 
ing a multitude by imperceptible gradations, 
to defeat their own ends, and to work their 
own evil ; but in this inftance their fubtlety 
failed them. For we muft not conclude, 
that if their reprefentatives have joined the 
miniftry, and have fupported their meafures, 
that in fo doing they have afted conformably 
to the fetltiments of their conftituents, or 
that their conftituents do adopt their fenti- 
ments. No, the cafe is far otherwife ; and 
they afted not upon the fame plan, becaufc 
perhaps they had different motives and in- 
ducements. Be this as it may, to induce 
the landed intereft to promote the meafures 
of nuniftry, it was fuggefted to them,—* 
If you complain of the burthen of the land- 
tax, you have now before you the means of 
redrefs ; you muft vigoroufly fupport mi- 
niftry in oppofition to America ; a revenue 
is to be railed from thence, and you will find 
relief ; it is true, the Americans will not 
approve of the meafui;e, and they may re- 
monftrate againft it, but it will be to no 
purpofe ; and as to refinance, that will either 
be impra<aicable, or if attenapted as foon de- 
feated ; and thus without further inconve- 
nience or expence, you miy affure yourfelvea 

of 
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of redrefs ; all that is required of you is to 
be ftrcnuous on the part of miniftry, and 
you may then confidcr the end as accom- * 
plifhed. 

In terms like thefe were hopes given to 
the land-holders, who at firft eredted their 
crcfts, which had hitherto been depreffed* 
by the weight of taxes. But as foon as* they 
came ferioufly to reflefl: on the nature of the 
caufe they were to efpoufe, its impropriety, 
and the probable effcfts that would refult 
from it, very few, if any, of thofe who 
could properly be ftiled independent, gave 
it the leaft countenance ; and fo far ^om 
fupporting, abjured the meafure. They 
could not but know and forefee, that the 
caufe was dcfperate, to fay no riiore of it, 
and in the end would be ruinous to theiH. 
This I know was declared at the time, long 
before violence had been perpetrated, or an 
army had been fent to America to enforce 
obedience ; but the enfiiffaries and adherents 
of miniftry affeded to treat the notion with 
contempt, and as a mere emanation of the 
ignorance of its authors. How juftly it 
was founded, the event and dear experience 
do now confirm, whilft miniftry are getting 
together all the troops they can colteO: from 
every quarter, both domeftic arid foreign, to 
tranfport them to America ; and this laft 
feffion of Parliament has without any the 
'^ * tcaflr 



1^ hffitation lai4 pn tjx^m an ad^tigpaj, 
ibilling in the poun4 Und-ta;x: for a l?egin- 
oigig, a? an aid. towards profeci^tiixg^ this 
American war. And I think they m^y re- 
iBain very well afluxed, be the war, of ever 
fq ihprt duf ation, fi^cceisful or unfuccefsfiU, 
they will: njsver (witbovt foxne greatcf e^rt 
than. c;an be rfafohably expeft^d from t\\^ 
fupii^lif ff of^ land^hoidersij fee thatihill^^g 
tfi^^pffagsftp. So tJ^^omXr^dy-day^ 1776^ 
aj*nd-t^ gSt fjmri fhilli^iigs^ in t% poMjpji, at 
l^fl;,willbe qitai^edupon thepiandth^ir^g^- 
i^efs^io^s af $w th!^ Thi^.is,oif\f of, 

the Ijli^ngs th^ lan4rl^Qldgrf > are^ 191 dpT|ve 
ffom this Afnerican w^r, ber it? durjitiomAvciit*^ 
f^^hprf: bm fhpUjlc^ it peradyenture be of> 
ajay o9n^ft^n^e, I,ai?a^pcrfuaded fo^ii^tte^-. 
tive a^dcinjifjtiYp are thi?y ia whi^tevf^\ <:qR-, 

c^ps t|^r intereftv ^^ ^\^P taxatioa pf dieit 
pfppgrtjr, tl^t^^n ^x,4hilU^gs in ti^Rojffid 
wMI hWly €3CiCwfc . them in . fujtuije^ ; And. 

the9gh;I;fpftJ?4 tbi».<>pi^ pn fowcwhat, 
morf thiin mef e cpiyfdk^re, I I^w th(9, 
liwrpe of I thtvf insredul^ty^ and exped in re-^ 
tojirn/or the caution hj^re given that, they 
will re^ehend^me^ and rank, m? aijftpn^ the 
nuinj^^ of tlijfi dr^ai^pi^f pf dream^s^ Bqt 
wi^rtir I: dr^% or^ iw?**! coniftdeqt , I^ aja 

^ajt ejkth^. t^y;are. npV ^^Mv^^^^^"^ 
aft, w?ir hfye, beep a^p as far as ^ppffexJi$ 

l»,in^ei^f|r^il|jppjrt%9j^ to^ tl^^%, and. wiach 
, ' they • 



diey feem now to n^^bd yd^ thq %r^ ifv^ 
dtffer^ice they have; doi^ fpr £9S^ y[^9x^; 
paft, a£id with the qireleflhefs of; a ,wott^ 
l^fs parent have totally abandon^ to tjbc. 
will of uarcleatiag nxiniiby . If rlhfty. m?a»: 
therefore.tocontiaiAe in, tJii^ lethafgie lfete» 
cankered and incrufted: withfupinenef^ i^fli^d' 
of taking an adive aijd detwnui«?d . part:, iflt 
fopportajbd vmdicatioaof tfeeir property, they* 
muft notcompl^orregrctif theybe?pQ^.thfe 
infignificantdupcs of ajniniftry 5 theif pro- 
perty the legal fpoil of ^^corrupted JFewj or 
if they^havc fix. fhillings in. the potind 1^ 
on their Jands a^d hduie^ tQ:b9.W:9i]l<$d arul: 
confumcd, or pretend(wi to be fo, in a^ 4^^- 
rican war^ from which I do nojt fee it pqf- 
fihle for. them to derive one fingk beniefit. 

What the eniiffaries.bf.miniftry,g*yfe out. 
That the landhoUcrs might obtabi : ^ai): fi\l§r 
viationl cif .tljcir.ltad tax^ and^ without c^^ 
pencb, i^ falle in the firft inftanq^ ; for the 
alieviaftion propoied . has not. hupp^ti^di . Bpr 
is it ever likely to happen ; and the e^snf:^ 
which was never to happen, is already air- 
rived. Unlefs they confider th« additional 
fhilling in the pound already laid,.OA.a$ x^ 
expence to the land-holder. From tl^t e^ 
anci facility with which it . ws^a proppfed s 
that it was no Iboner propofed thap Qw- 
fented to; and thaL without hefitatpn it 
was the firil tax upon this occafion thpught 
of and concluded upon^ are coRyincin|; 

prboK 
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proofe of the light eftimation in which this 
tax is confidcred^ and that the land-holders 
are held out by miniflry in all cafes as their 
devoted vidtims. Where will this end; 
and what in the courfe of time will be the 
confequence of fuch opinions accompanied 
with fuch adulatory compliance ? Wno can 
fbrefee where miniftry will vouchfafe to 
draw the line, and in mercy to the land* 
holdet fay. Thus far, is enough ! 

The propofition then is falfe in one in- 
flanc6 ; the expence : for one ihilling in the 
pound land tax is now laid on. Let us 
next confider the probability of that other 
part ; an alleviation in the land tax. And 
indeed, if the land-holders concurred in 
promotiftg this war, it could be with no 
other view than to find a relief from Ame- 
rica in the land-tax. And as this tax has 
be6n laid on at different times by a fhillinjg; in 
the pound, (as fome fcruple not to affirm 
principally in the fupport and defence of 
America) they might therefore have reafoa 
to expe<ft it would be taken off in like man- 
ner, by a relief afforded them from Ameri- 
can taxation. This conclufion is natural; 
but if fuch was their expectation, <<and I do 
not fee they, could have any other) they 
would be no lefs deceived in this fecond in- 
ftance, than they were in the firft. In a 
word, miniftry had no fuch objedt in con- 
templation, nor indeed could they poffibly 

have. 
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Jiave" attaiiied it ; this notion was given biit 
to amufe, while miniftry meant nothing 
more than to fight their own battles at the 
landholder's expence. For fuppofe> if you 
willj *the Americans fubdued, and brought 
to minifterial terms : What annual fuhi or 
revenue do miniftry expedl to raife on them ? 
-*— I never heard a larger propofed than 
300,000/. Let us fuppofe for a moment 
the whole of this fum could be raifed ; and 
every (hilling of it applied to eafe the land- 
tax, which, by the way, is a circumftance 
altogether improbable, or rather impoffible 
and impracticable ; however, in favour of* 
the landed intereft, let us a while fuppofe it^ 
How much even in this moft flattering in-* 
ftance would the land-holders be thereby 
relieved in their . land-tax ? I anfwer, not 
feven-pence farthing in the pound.. One 
Ihilling in the pound land- tlxrdfes 500,000/, 
according to which proportion 30o,oooA 
is not fo much as feven-pence farthing in 
the pound* If the land-holders ther^ore 
do concur in promoting this AiWtfricatt war 
in expecStation of relief, the leaft thit can be 
iaid of them is, that they have rufhed too 
precipitantly into the meafure ; how incon- 
fideratqjy, the leaft refleftion will deter- 
mine^ • The firft advance they make *)fts 
them on^ fhflling in the pound additional 
land-tax ; and how much more it may be 
attended mth in future^ I am certain they 

F will 
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^1 tiot prMend to<ieten3Mne for themfelvM. 
if neither a reconciliation » nor a reje^oti 
takes place, and diortly too, it is very pro- 
bable thejr will feel the weight of two fhil-- 
lings more in the pound, that is, they will 
pay fix fhiJlings in the pouiid land-tax be* 
fore the concluilon of this war. So that by 
ibaeir miimanagemeot and iniprudenGe> ai^ 
precipitation, mcf hare been inftrumental in 
btinging vepoti themfelves a certain confider- 
able expence, together with the profpeft of 
a much greater, for the bare Jbopes of acqui- 
ring a fmall, trifling and uncertain gaio.'*- 
The eltpe^^ gain itfelf is chimerical, im-^ 
probable, and, l may fay, impoflible andun- 
atfeinable 5 and were it not fo, is altogether 
dil^pwportionable and inadequate to the ccr-- 
tain lofs incurred by the attempt to ac- ' ^ 

quire it. 

Could the land-holders be deluded to £> 
great ^ diegree as to iqiaeine that on a fup- 
pofition 300,000/. could be annually raifed 
from America, that the whole of this fui» 
would be appropriated by miniftry to give 
them relief in the land-tax ! They muft 
conceit themfelves, the great favourites of 
miniftry indeed, to fuggdl that a war like 
this is undertaken fol^ly on thdr account. 
Thitt the fecurity and profperity of King and 
kingdom are both hazarded to giventhem die 
pitiful relief of -feven-^encc farthing in 4iic 
jpound land-ttXt, That no part ^|f the re- 

venue 



Venue raiftd in Amerka ihall be expended 
in benefit to that country dn whict it waa 
raifed. And kitly, thev muft entertain a 
ftrange opinion of miniftry^ ttrough wto^e 
hznd^ it IS to paTs^ to fiinnHh that it will be 
held fo facred that no part o£it will be pur- 
loined frorii public uie. tJpon the whole 
then, iuppofe 200,0010/. to be raifed; part 
of it judkioufly appropi'iated, and part of it 
Crumbled away, as ufual, in the nandliilg ; 
i win ventore to aflert, what I believe no 
manr wilt deiw, that the remaining part, 
Wefe it applied ta mitigate the rann-tax, 
woufei not' a£Pbrd t^e lancfed iirterefl: ^e poo^ 
relief of two-pence i-n the ppiind. 

T^he land-holder moreover might fcnow 
(from dear experience he has reafon to laiow 
it) with what difficulty ^y the Jeaii' aHevi- 
ation is obtained in the; land-'tai; with 
what refuc^rlce minHtxy fii^ the leaft part 
of a- knd-tax to be remitted when once 
laid on ;: and that it io a tax increafiog upod 
him to his beggary tod ruin* Whoever re- 
fledk ferioufly on this, mwft be aftoniihed tp 
lee him thrufting himfelf forward in this 
American contention, and imprecating taxes, 
as a thoughtlefs abandoned wretch doth 
curfcfs, ofl Wttifelf iftd hts^ pofterity. 

Whatever fet of men in this kingdcnn may 
be benc^ted by war, it k indi^^^Wy the in- 
terefl: 6f thti l^d-holders to pfbM6tfr pelce. 
War doili t^6x burthen theffi With t^^Sf 

F 2 without 
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without affording any fubftitute, or making 
them any compenfation whatever. Btit a 
war like this with America is pregnant with 
ruin to all orders of men in the community, 
miniftry and their dependants only excepted ; 
who by this mean expedt to have the plun- 
dering of both parties, and confequently have 
nothing lefs in contemplation than to enrich 
themfelves by the fpoil. Excelling in this 
refpeft the magiftrates even of Rome, by 
whom a'Oarice and private rapine were at loft 
added to political ambition. T!be Provinces were 
firji opprejfed and plundered. 7 be calamity in 
frocefs of time^ reached Italy itfelfy and tire 
If centre of the Republic*. Thus thefe Magif- 

^ trates went deliberately and gradually to 

work to feed their ambition and avarice si 
the Provinces firfl: fell a facrifice, then Italy, 
and laftly Rome itfelf ; but miniftry with us 
are not quite fo indulgent ; by one coup de 
main they attempt to execute their enter- 
prize, and to involve Great Britain and Ame- 
rica in the fame calamity. In more inftances 
than one-f* they feem to adt on the princi- 
ples of Cardinal Mazarin, of whom Lord 

Chef- 

^ De Lolme's Conftitution of England, p. 342- 

f *' Mazarin trod in tte fteps of Richlieu; he met 
** with great oppoiition, but fucceeded in thtf end. .fie 
*' moreover ftripped the Parliament of its prerogatives ; 
*' infomuch that that Affembly is now but a fliadow, 

which 



n 



( 73 ) 

Chefterfield in his 177th letter fays, I mean 
Ambition and Avarice : the latter is often the 
true caufe of the former i and then is the predo- 
minant pajpon. It feems to have been fo in 
Cardinal Mazarih ; who did any things fub-^ 
mitted to any things and forgave any thing for 
the fake of plunder. He loved and courted 
Power like an vfurer ; hecaufe it carried Profit 
along with if. 

But the independent landholders, of all 
men exifling, can have no profpedt of advan-^ 
tage either direct or indireft, prefent or re- 
mote, in profecuting this war: and therefore 
I cannot be induced to believe they evet 
promoted it. For if we do not fubdue \ 

America, what a fruitlefs wafte of their pro* 
perty ! And if we fuppofe it fubdued, what 
benefit can accrue to them, or any others, 
by the poffeflion of a country laid wafte j 



«' which ftill, at times, will fancy itfelf to be a bochf, 
'* but it is generally made to repent of its error.'* te 
Cardinal Mazarin marcha furies traces de Richelieu : il 
effuia beaucoup d'oppoiitions ; mais il y reiiffit. II de*- 
pouilla de plus Ic Parlement des fes prerogatives ; de foftP 
que cette Compagnie n'eft aujourd'hui qu'un fantom^ 
^ qui il arrive encore quelque fois de s'imaginer qu'il 
pourroit bien etre un Corps, mais qu*on faire ordinaire^ 
ment rcpentir de cette erreur. Jnti-Mach, ch. 3, p. 35* . 
And Lord Chefterfield fays, " Richlieu came and 
(hackled the nation, and Mazarin and Louis 14th riyetted 
the ihackles." Letter 234. 
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jt5 peppk 4eftrPJ'e(i ; and its t^vfB% jn »fl«8f 

If the injiabits^ts ^re ppt 4l| tp fee e^t pff, 

botJi tl^fy and tlisjr ciefcgndiants . will pv?r 

rem^ill jmpaEient U^der fhc yol^ vviljl^h iS 

ip|pn4ed \)y thi§ \(raf fp be pjif upoji thepa, , 

l^prd Bplingbroke fpe^^s pertinfiitly |o thq 

prefpnt pafe i Ti^f JreedQm ^ a (ooJUfutioif 

^s Off f^p p<>i'/fti, X^? ^rdetf qfit are <me ; 

jS Machiavel fd/Zf tbem, and I iifpyf aft haitf 

y. He ufeans not 

knt the M'frfiff 

St ^itb d^erettt 

te4 to themt 'Viiiifch 

'(>? fpint mdc\i^^ 

he otb^r. jQn tbf 

x^^thefe: th^ pr^- 

Wo t^^e afoay., of 

(qnncif bs hrougbt 

ins in original pti- 

rty be defiroyed by 

this method, unkfs the attempt be made with a 

military Jorce fufficient to conquer the nation^ 

mbicb wottki notftibmit in this cafe tili it wc^^ 

eorijiieredt ■ n.sir wiih m^ich. Jecurity to the co^-r 

■^ercr . even then*. Aa this \vould in al| 

probability be the cafe Aipppling America to 

\e fijbjeded, unlcfs it be intcpded tp cyi,t\v-, 

.;p»te tlif iph^bmn(8» (which Heaveo forbid !) 

tterefftfe, to keep and epntinue them in ftjibr 



* Lord Bolingbroke's P^t(ipt King, p. 12c. 
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jie<^ion^ ganifons mufi: be formed tfifoiigh* 
out Aat extenfire empire, ^di tliat army 
fopporterf at the expence of Great Bi-itaiir; 
in whieh cafe, will not the land-hokbfs Ife 
obliged to contritlmte their fhare towards 
this new created expence ? For as to Am^* 
rica, ^tt the devaftation of war it wooKi 
not be able to fupport itfelf. ' And depopu^ 
\k%tiL hf two powerfttl caufes, the one the 
fwo^d, the other the flight of its inhabi*' 
tants into the back fettlements, the mounv 
tains, remote and almo/l imperviotrs ami in- 
^eeflible parts, what will remain of this 
once populotts and fkrurifhing colony ? f f 
it be to reviire, and become once ijiore a co^ 
lony. It mirft for tlris purpofe be nnrfcd 
atnew, and this^ will etnploy the coiirfe of 
many years, and much trealure muft be exv 
pended before k will arrive at any tolerable 
oegree of ftrengtfi and matmity. The trean 
fwes neceflary for this purpofe muft conte 
froitt Great Britain; if rtova Greait Hrttatfni, 
wis the land-holders be overlooked when 
thefe fubfidies are raifed ? 

If I have dwelt longer than was propofed 
ODi the irapyopriety of the knd^hd'defs pro- 
moting this war, it has Been with a view td 
remove what I conceive to be a prejudice 
-taken up againft them, by fettmg forth the. 
improbability of the fe^ from the obvious 
confcquences attending foch a meailwe, all 
which *c^ evidently pontrary to bii« ii^tweft^ 

in 
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in particular. Nor can I fee that the nation 

in general can be benefited by this war, not 

even on the fuppofition that we become vic- 

tpripus. On the contrary, let us fubdue, pr 

be fubdued, on either hand, whi(?h ever way 

jwreturn, if this war continue?, there is no- 

ithing but diftrefs marked out for us. We 

are reduced to that fituation which makqs 

-the yefy hope of victory and conqueft dreadr- 

fuL Succefs is to he lamented; and we 

may lament ^hat there is no probability 

.offuccefs. For this can be the refult only, 

in our cafe, of th? fuperior wifdo|n of oujr 

Councils over thofe of the Americans, fincc 

in mo4 other particulars of impor^nce they 

have per^ainly the advantage over ufij. Thp 

Juperior wifdpm of pur councils is then tp 

decide y and as this point is of fo much con- 

fequence, I fhall be excufed if inflpad of re- 

pofingan implicit confidence in what is adr 

vanced by others* on this fubjeft, I fhould 

proceed to a poncife inveftigation from paft 

eventsjj 



^ Dean Tucker, in his Addrefs to the Landed Into- 
reft, p. 8, fays, " For I think it may be fairly allowecty 
** without paying thepi (the prelent let of minifters) any 
*« compliment, that ihey are to the full as ahle and as honeji 
^* as the beft pf thofe who endeavour to fuppl ant them." 
This is a very courtly infinuation, for it neither proves, 
por even aflerts any thing to the purpofe : they may be a$ 
,able and as honeft as the oeft of thofe who are endeavour- 
ing tp fupplant ^em, and yet, perhaps, have no claim 
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^events ; rwhich will tend more to eftablifh it 
on its proper footing, and to be decifive of 
what we are to expeft from it, than all the 
frothy and complimentary adulation of a 
thoufand tongues. 

It is well known, for we are now feeling 
the eifedls of it, that the views and ma^ 
noeuvres of miniftry had convinced all Ame- 
rica at leaftf that they were diredlly levelled 
againft the liberties of that people; this 
raifed the general difcontent and indignation 
of the inhabitants throughout that continent. 
At length the minds of the people were not 
only univerfally inflamed, but their hands 
were ready to take up arms. Under the in* 



either to honcfty, or ability in their profeffion. Thii 
compliment is of that kind which defeats its own aiip^ 
^d deftroys that which it was intended to cftabliib. 
What the people require at this time, is to have men in 
the adminiftration of public affairs, who arebot^i able and 
honeft in an eminent degree, let them come from what 
quarter they will. This, I fay, is required at this time 
by the public, and the public do require it, becaufe, I pre- 
fume, they have a right to demand it. And that fuch 
men are to be found, no one can doubt, if faftion, parly, 
and favouritifm, the bane of civil government, were /ct 
fijlide- A King of England may at all ti'mes have an able 
and honeft miniftry in fpite of any oppofition or fa<9:ion; 
and the People who woiild derive profperity from fuch an 
adminiftration, would chearfully fupport them in office, 
when once appointed. But the People cannot appoint, 
though they may fupport : and therefore, if they are not 
appointed for thtm, they can never have them. 

fluence 
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iloence of this notion, juft, or unjuft^ (which 
fiiall be further difcufied in the iequd) we 
tre not be furpri£sd at the efieA as containing 
any thing the leaft extraordinary ; all men 
may know it is too late to contend for liber-^ 
ty, when the (hackles arc once rivetted on ; 
and a fen£ble political author delivers it a» a 
precept, that •^ It is both }uft and merciful 
*^ to take up aims in defence of libertyj^ 
♦• when all other means, hopes, and re- 
*• iburces fail -/* S^i ^ ght/Htia grande^ per^ 
cb0 fmffa guerra e giufia che gU ^ neefJSma^ e 
fm/^ armi /b»t p0$fe dove fitmjfj^era iha^frv^ 
she in elh.^ Here we muftpaufc toohferVe 
-whepe the wifd€>m of cainiftry exerted itfelf. 
Was it wifdom to raife fuch a ferment? 
when unhappily raifed, where was the wif- 
dom iju not Billing fboofie expedient to aUay 
it \ Or was it the better wiiHom to fu£^ it 
to take its courfe, and to acquire that 
.ftrengtj^ in which we now behold it ? 

At tnifi time> nuDiftry were not ignorant 
of the ftate of America, for the eommoa 
news-papers furniflied us all with that 
knowledge: yet fuch was thei« wiiidoflsij, 
/diat they fu^rc^ themielves to be amu&d 
with an idle tale, nay to give implicit faith 
to. it, 4J:iough there w^s not a maii of w^der<* 
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landing aod <exp«ri«nce in the kingdom inho 
could fwajljow fp palpable wi abfurdity. 
That an army offivetbQuAnd regulars would 
m?irch vmimpede^ from am end of Amo* 
riqt to th^ otbfr, and fubje<il that whole 
^Btiiwi>twiiibo«i; diffiattlty, to the will of 
fniniftrjFt TW were Jed to believe that 
with futjb ft fer<5f all wt«i to be completed in 
Cjefar> . g^l^t ^jid expeditious maimer, 
Fmi» vUf't f>kh Tb^e forces were accordi- 
ingly fent j which, not attempting to land 
in any bo<Hk manner* were permitted to 
com^ ofl fboJTf!* withom obftrwiaion. Had 
fore© b^cn wfed» fq fv from kicking all 
America btfc^ ^^n, it is probable not 
<)Sifi man WQyld btiv^ marched an hundred 
pftces upw ^at ccfl^tinent. A fimulated 
psu;ifiQ diipqlitiaB, aicoomp»med with , a j*- 
itfaint from bo^ilities* having feewed their 
landing J they w^r§ r«oeiv<d into Qoilcm with 
Jukewarmnef?, Tb§ir geaeral a© fooncr 
^ra?d bimftif f0»md, than hQ • evidently 
perceived mjniftiy bad b^n made* Ae dupes 
of their own csteat.vipes. He applied for a 
r^inlbrqem^Pt i not tp a^ o^afively, for 
that b^ faw w*? im^l&blt i but leaft mat- 
ters ibou^d beipome m<>r^ defpef ate, he might 
he able to a^ d^letxMv^ly : not to puih on 
tbf war agaii^fl; the Americans with fuch a 
force, apd with which be might as rationally 
have ^ttemptfd tp pMj(b Aaierica into Europe ; 
h«t by ibis ^csn^n^d jfofce to be able to 

find 
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find iafety within the fortifications of Bofton 
which he was now eredting in the ftrongeft 
manner. He applied for a reinforcement ; 
It was fent him : and his army being in-' 
creafed to almoft treble the number at firft 
propofed, inftead of a<3:ing pffenfively, was 
employed in fortifying Bofton by every 
means art could devife, left they fhould be 
there attacked, and cut off to a man by a 
fmall part only of the whole of* the Ameri- 
can forces. 

Thus was this army, (one half part only 
of which miniftry were impofed on to be-* 
lieve would conquer iall America by the ter- 
rors of its appearance) I fay even this whole 
army was cooped up, hardly daring to look 
beyond the pomocrium of Bofton for the 
greafter part of the fummer ; living iipon ^ 
Icarity allowance of fait provifions -, diftreffed 
by ficknefs from their confinement and diet, 
which increafing, fwept them off like a 
peftilential difeafe, and they dropt as faft as 
leaves from the trees in the latter part of 
autumn : and within thofe fortificiitions they 
would probably have remained to this hour, 
had not immediate felf-prefervation rendered 
it neceffary for them to diflodge a party of 
the American troops which had taken pof- 
feffion of Bunker's Hill, and were iabfolutely 
preparing to bombard the town. Thus 
ended this glorious campaign, which was 
planned by tne wiiilom of miniftry, in the 
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acquiiition of about one acre and a half of 
;round gained at. the expence of twelve 
lUndred men, who were either killed on the 
fpot, or whofe maims have rendered them 
* unfit for further fervice; with the lofs of 
about two thoufand more who have perifhed. 
by difcafe in Bofton,or by accidents of various 
kinds in going to it; or have been wprfe 
than loft, by defertion to the enemy ; ^hofc 
example, if I am rightly informed, would 
have been followed by very great numbers, 
had not their fituation made it too difficult, 
and had they not been as carefully watched 
as the Americans themfelves, 

A well-concerted plan, adivity, and a 
formidable ftroke given in the commence- 
ment of a war are generally the prelude of 
yid:ory and conqueft. Wifdom di(3:ates the 
ineafure, and leaves the execution and event 
to fkill, fortitude, and courage; but this 
opportunity once negled:ed is loft for ever.. 
Miniftry had this opportunity in their 
power, but it is now no more. America no 
doubt was vulnerable, but I think (he is fo 
no longer. It was the part of the wifdom of 
miniftry 4o have penetrated this fecrtt before 
hoftile meafures were concluded upon ; and 
hot firft to determine upon hoftile meafures, 
and then to be at a lofs for the means of exe- 
cuting them. Yet this is that wifdom which 
has been fo much applauded in late addreftes, 
and it is this wifdom which has brought the 

army 
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afmy At Bofton into dmoft incredible difii- 
culties, to £kj no wor fe ; and this "miAom 
muft in the end, if perfifted in, bring this 
nation much fooner to ruin, than America . 
into fubjeflion. Upon the vety face of 
things this trifdom committed two dapital, 
dangerous,' and unpardonable errors. Thd 
firft was, to be fo ignorant of the ftatc of* 
Angelica with refpeit to the temper, re- 
fentmint, courage^ and unaninrfty of the 
inhabitants and of the armed troops that 
could on an emergency be raifed on that 
continent to oppofe the meafures of miniftty* 
Had thefe circumftances been known in any 
tolerable degnce, cfne would imagine frenzy 
itfelf would not have fcnt that army tor 
Bofton, which, before it had fttrrountfed 
itfelf with fortifications, was more indebted 
for its fafefy to the clemency of the Ameri- 
cans, or at Icaflr a reludtance in them to pro- 
ceed to extremities, than to any jmficious 
deftinatioii sdlotted! to it by miniftty. An 
averffon in the Americans to ihed the Mood 
ef their innocent fellow fuWc(3ts till tttgtd 
and prompted thereto by idf-prefbrvatiott 
and ^fblutc neceffity' waff at that hour dire 
onfy fecurity of that army ; for had the 
Americans been bent on deffanftion, had 
riiey been by nature fanguinary and favageas 
they have been faHcIy reprefented, fhey 
might with cafe have led to Bblton btifbre 
the fortifications Md been created, facfr a, 

part 
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part of their troops as would have facrifictid 
c^ferv man in that army to the wifdom of the 
mimftry which had fent them: This was-the 
firft error ; and the fecond was like unto it ; 
unpardonable, becaufe it was erring con- 
trary to known rules, maxims, and pre- 
cepts. I mean, tho error of fencfing an 
army into a country where not only the 
SfjpoG^tion of the inhabitants were not fa- 
Tourable to it, but even where the treatment 
of nmiiftry had rendered the people inimical 
and hoftifle; and what is more, without 
having one neighbouring province to corai- 
tinance, to afiift, and to iupport them : in 
a word, without a (ingle province on that 
whole continent having declared in their 
fiswrour. Were thefe men inclined to im- > 
prove by experience, the affidr at St. Cas 
in the laft war, might have taught them the 
folly and wcakncfs of foch expeditions, 
which can ferve no other purpoie than to 
facrifijpe the unhappy troops^ who are fent 
upon them- And the late flaughtcr of the 
Spanifli troops on the coaft of Barbary, af- 
fords another recent proof of the futiHty of 
thefe adventures. Or could precept avail, it 
is laid tiown in exprefe terms^ by MathiavaU 
that, «* However powerful your araiy may 
^ he, it is neceflary to obtain the favour ctf 
" the inhabitants before you march into 
** their country ; Peribe fempre ancora cbe 
uno Jia Jortejfimo in Jtt gli eferdtti, ha bifogna 
. . ^ ancora 
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ancara del favore de Proi>inciali ad entrar tA 
una provincia *. The precept is juft ; the 
reaibns are obvious to every man of the leaft, 
reflection ; the preceding mifcarriages, with 
many more were we to look further back 
into paft occurences, juflify it : and becaufe 
miniftry were unacquainted with, forgot, or 
contemned both the examples and preCept, 
our army has experienced at leaft fome, 
though (thanks be to the humanity of the 
Americans ! ) not all the inconvenicncie^, or 
rather calamities arifing from this negledt or 
contempt, both with refpedt to their enemies 
without, and the fatal ficknefs and almofl 
abfSlute famine they fuffered within the 
walls of Bofton. And much more fatal nad 
been this expedition, if the Americans had 
brought down a part of their forces, and had 
attacked our troops immediately upon their 
landing. Nor can it be imputed to the 
wifdom of miniftry, but to a reluctance ia 
the Americans to imbrue their hands in 
blood, that this was not efFedted. 

Where then are we to look for this 
applauded wifdom of njiiniftry I Has it 
manifefted itfelf by a knowledge of that 
part of America which was vulnerable? 
and therefore an army wks fent to Bof-^ 
ton where it could not ad ; to be ruined by 
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fickaels ind defertion} or to he joi^t iij 
t)ieces bv the Ai}[iericans> if ^^ey Vienture4 
pejron^d the prote<g;iOji of the fteet^ and theif 
fortifications.— Has ij pqufifted inaknow-;^ 
ledge of the ftre^gjth of the Pfovipcials, whp 
have an army of feyenty or eighty thpufand 
' men well difciplinie4, and who cpuld raife 
on an emef geiicy. 4c^blc tjbat number ? an^ 
therefpre an army qf , t^plye thpufand tfictf, 
oply hav^ Jbeen fent jigainfjt them, apd tha^ 
^t aifferent periods ?— Has it difpl^yed itfel|^ 
in the knpwlejdge pf the }:jjilitary pro:pv'eis of 
this pepple ? pf was jthat left to be decided af 
Lcxmgtp;! and §un)^er'^-]HilJ fr-rflas it exr 
tende(f only jfo far as to kno^ ?vhj?it genius 
th^ Americajis po/TejSKcjT fp;: ^ar, or to forn^ 
an idea of their power iand abilities ? or Was 
that left fp be determined vjrh^n a fmall part 
only of their jfprces flipwlc} block up an army 
in Boftpn, ope hajf of which it was ima-i 
gined w-puld fubj^.ije aj] Arpeficya ?r— Or doth 
it xronfift in the kn9Wl?^g^ pf tk^ ^orp^ of 
American refentfijej}^, $s defpe^nts of 
Britpns^ when fpun4p4 on principles of hp- 
Ijoujr and jufl^q?, fof fi^ppoled cpntepojt, ip- 
fults, and injuries recejy/ed ? of which they 
have at length giyeij foflie eyi4ent and fatif- 
faiftpry proof —Or l?i,fl:}y, has it c}iftipguiihe4 
itfeif in (tndm^ m 9Tmy to JBofton not opjy 
previous to ^ decjj^fr^^pn of the inhabit^ts 
in jts faypiff^ bjgtt' y^lthm^ having friei^ds iij 
the prov^c^ wj^t^er \^ >yas ^t^ ^ithput 
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having fecured a contiguous province In its 
favour; or indeed any one province upon 
that continent ? by means whereof that 
larmy has been hemmed in, and in ia manner 
deftroyed by ficknefs and famine ; in per- 
petual danger from the enemy ; and inaftiye 
in every thing beyond felf-prefervation. If 
thefe be the characfteriftics of wifdom, it caii 
be only of that kind which muft undo us. 
In all miniftry have done, I profefs to dif- 
cover nothing fuperior to a long train of 
glaring and enormous inconfiftencies, fuch 
as would degrade common fenfe to adopt 
them ; and to endeavour to give them the 
colouring of good policy or wifdom, would 
be offering a mockery and violence to the 
underftandings of mankind. Every man 
muft fee, that throughout this whole under- 
taking they ,have been weak, wavering, 
fickle, uncertain, indeterminate ; limping 
between refolution and timidity, temerity 
and dcfpondency, perfeverance and defpair, 
juftice and injuftice, emolument and con- 
fcience ; one while fluftuating on this fide, 
then on the other, touching at times each of 
the extremes, and fixing no where. Thus 
has this war from want of knowledge, or 
by dcfign been protrafted, by which, a bur- 
then of taxes and other misfortunes are come 
upon us, and more are rufhing on apace. At 
length, as a man fuddenly roufed from his, 
fleep, ftarts up, and before he is well awake, 

^ ' catches 



catches faft hold on whatever is near him, he 
knows not what 5 fo miniftry determine on 
a plan the moft improper for them to con-^ 
dud:, if we may be allowed to judge from 
the abilities they have hitherto displayed. 
And we are now to go blundering oii 
through this American bufinefs fword 
in hand, 

Omnefacrum rapiente dextra. 

And it may be prefumed they are no bettef 
acquainted with the face of that country into 
which their armies are liow to march, than 
they were before with the geniiis and difpo- 
lition of the Americans. On all fides every 
thing is hoftile, and they will have to en- 
counter with troops at leaft equal to them- 
felves in point of courage and difcipline, un- 
lefs'it can be fuppofed that an army confifting 
indeed of fome few good Britifh troops, the 
reft raw undifciplined levies, German troops, 
and ragamuffin German vagrants, the dregs 
of a wretched country, picked up in every 
quarter of it, and enlifting for a fubfiftence, 
are fuperiortoan armyofBritifh defendants 
contending in the caufe of liberty and what- 
ever befide is dear to mankind. From a 
patched up motly army like this, what is to 
be expeded ? Will any man be furprifed, 
if on the firft opportunity after their landing, 
one half of thefe mercenaries fhould defert to 
the enemy, when our own troops, from an 
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averfion^ I fuppofe, to the caui«, have 
already fet them the ^n^tfipUf j^n4 whm 
this may be ciFeftecJ widi more fapility in 
marching into t coufttry, thjgin when con- 
fined by fuirrow fbrtifications wher« nothipg 
ahnoft can pafs uonoticed. There are many 
caufes to induce thefe nvercenajy trpops tc^ 
defcTt, and what if the Americans fliould de- 
clare that wherever they met them in arms 
they would give t?hem no quarter, aa 
bavine no right to be there bccaufe they 
cannot be interefted in the dispute; that 
they come there as robbers and murtherer^, ; 
and ought to be confidered and treated ^ 
fuch ; but on the contrary, if they will join 
them ^gainij: their opponents tiiey wiU eive 
them ftiitaUe encouragement ; or if tney 
will decline the profeflion of war> and corac 
over, they fhall be provided with a retire- 
rneot in their back fettlem^nts. J fey, it 
can hardly be fuppofed when fuch offers ^e 
inade^, and no doubt thqy will be made, that 
thtfc forei^nefs^ fliould rejeCl thein. Moft 
men WQuld prefer iigriculture, and the em- 
ployments attending a rural life^ with peace 
and fafety, if they could fupjport themielves 
in that way of life^ to warure^ attended by 
cpnftaot hardftiips^ perpetual infecurity, and 
frequently death itfelf. And when they 
know that the American army is far fupe- 
tlQt IB number, and at leaft as deter-mined 
as thejir own, 3,pd tbat of courfe each in- 
dividual 
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dividual . of them will be more frequently 
called upoh duty, and confequently the oft^ner 
expofed to danger, a confiden^tion whji^h 
will ever weigh with mercenary troops, it 
would be extraordinary indeed^ if by dder- 
tion they did not provide for thfAr 0wtt 
iafety. 

At t6 numbers, the Amferiean afmy will 
be ^nsatiy fuperior to our**. Afid Lord 
Chefterifield^ though no general, yet m^y b^ 
Aippofed to have been able to form a tolera* 
ble j^dgnteht of the Biatfeer from faiftory^ 
t^afon, and experience $ he fays^ ^ Jh war^ 
^timiert ari getarailjf my amm. And it is 
well known a great $ French general wa3 ^ 
confident in this opinion, that it carried him 
tven to an excefs ci impiety ^ if l»e had hvkt 
tht advantage of nudiberi, he defied every 
thing. Certaid it ifi, that an army inferior 
in number, is not an army proper for of*- 
fence ; it may fupport itfelf for fome time 
tm the defenfive from the favourable fituation 
hi liie country in which it is to adt^ or from 
^tfttiQ accident^ ad vanishes j ^id if at ^tuo 
elofe of the campaign it is not made to 
i^treM from the country it was iJettt to defend 
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X He was fo confident of this advantage, that he is 
reported to have faid " Give me but the numbers, and 
may take Which fide he wilK'* 
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and cover, it may be faid to have effeded all 
that could be reafonably expefted from it. 
But our army, though inferior in number is 
fent to take pofleflion, to conquer, to 
fubdue. In order to do this they muft march 
forward, in a country where every thing 
around is hoftile. They have further to con- 
tend with a people who have hearts to con- 
ceive, heads to contrive, and hands to exe- 
cute, equal to any fet of men, the bufinefs 
they have undertaken. If our army fhould 
be once or twice defeated, (and defeated it 
may be, I fee no reafon why it fliould not,) 
what is to become of the fcattered remnant ? 
what refuge ? what retreat ? There are no 
fortified towns to receive, or cover them. 
A communication with the fleet, if they are 
to march inland, will be cut off, and its pro- 
tedlion intercepted. In fuch cafe, will not 
the foreign troops, if they have not before 
deferted, join the enemy in preference to 
being made prifoners of war and put under 
confinenjent, or to being cut to pieces ? 
And if our army is not to march inland, how 
is it to conquer ? for roaming about on 
the coaft of America under prote<a:ion of the 
fleet will never fubdue America -, it may pro- 
trad the war, but will never bring it to a 
conclufion. 

What if our army formed of mixled troops 
Ihould difagree among themfelves, a circum- 
ftance by no means improbable ^ and the 
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Britifh troops fhould be for pufhing on to 
battle, and the Germans not interefted in 
the event, decline coming to an engagem,ent. 
If I can truft to riiemory, fofnething of this 
kind happened more than once in the civil 
wars of France, ^ where the. German troops 
were employed, and not without incon-. 
veniencies. German troops may join a 
Britifh army in Germany, and harmony 
may fubfift between them, and they may 
ad: in concert to repel a French army ad-" 
vancing • into their country, and againft 
whom there is a national antipathy ; but it 
doth not follow that the fame harmony 
fhould take place when they join the Britifh 
troops on American ground, and againft the 
Americans for whom they can have con- 
ceived no hatred, in a caufe in which they 
are not interefled, and where the juflice and^ 
(equity of their drawing the fword may 
excite the idea of felf-confcious criminality. 
But wherefore fhould I wafte tin^e in 
pointing out fome of thofe caufea which Mfill 
moflt probably conduce to make this war as 
unfuccefsful and calamitous in the conclu- 
fion, as it is ill-judged, dangerpua and bur- 
thenfome in the beginning. Can we require 
any further convidtion ot this when we are 
afTured that the fame counfels, the fame ad- 
miniflration which forced us into this war, 
and which planned the former campaign, 
are the authors like wife of the prefqpt; 

vJ^fiofe 
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i^hofjb virlfdom is Tuch, that though It tih 
iffotd riothihg tb hbpd for, yfet if give&xife 
every thih^ w fhit. 1 have glveil tnahy 
teafons, which if ttdt fepatitfely, ;^et faketl 
together, appeal to me cottcltifive againft lih-^ 
dertakin? this war, though it vt^ere alHifttfed 
even by the abkft tif admihiftrations j and if 
^11 bthfers failed thdrfe is ohe patticular which 
alone fhould havfe deterted us fVoni it, X 
jheah. The jtisxicfe or oUfe cause) and 
this fhall liow be enquired into, 

the t^arliamerit of Gr<iat Britain claiiii 
the right afid nowet of legiflation and taxa-s 
tiori over the Americatis in all cafes whatlb- 
ever : and thfe hon-cdrtipliance oh the p^t% 
df tiie American *trith this right aftd poWer 
bfein^fovefted ih ttie ?i):Uartlfent of Gffeai 
Britaifa, is thfe cauft bf thfe prefeht Aitie- 
ricdn war. 

No\^ it is altbgether cbnforvmt to the 
Conftitution of England at this daV, irid it 
lis morfeovei- ah indiibitdblfe fad, that thfere 
cannot be d Frefe GbVehnment, br in othet 
*^brds, the fubjfedts cahhot bfe d Jfrfefe People' 
Ijihderdhy Governffifent. 

t^irft, Wher6 the People do ribt mak6 ' 
laws for thfehifelves ; or are fubjfed io ahjr 
Jaws but thofe of th^if oWh rtiakirig. 

Secondly, Wheffe the Pfioplfe do not ta)c 
themfelves ; 6r dre fubjed to ahy t^kittoH 
but that whith they haVe conferitfed to, br 
have impofed on thettifelves. 

Thirdljr, 
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Thirdly, Wh6re th« PmfU afB hot their 
own judges ih ^1 emtis bdfk ebfil UMl 
crifnihal. 

Thefe tlilte poWetS f^lMfig ih thfe hjlfld^ trf" 
the people ai-e the cddhlelrhaliHefe td the 
Whote of the ExBciifcitfe PdWei- VeftSd ift a 
fih^le Perfon. dh thii equilifeHuni of Pov^erj 
the liberty of the fubjed:, and the fafisty of 
the oconftitUtioii fentirdy diSpehd. If any 
p^rt of the Executive PbWfcr iftrer* pkc^ iii 
the hands of the SubjeS th6 MUMt WoUld 
be unequali Power Wettld ]^te|Jdridet^t6 oA 

thfe fidfe of the jifebplij, cohlu4oa w^iild erifuei 

ind the cOnftitUtioii gd td W^edk. Ahdif 
arty bf thofe thi^e Poweri ^r6 t6 l>fe i>efte4 
6lfeWhfert thdfa ih Ifife Pedpfei the Liberty of 
the fubjea: Wottld be itlliifWdiately it dft fend. 
If, therefore, thS PArliiiheht ^ Grdat 
Britain do eJteftife rfie pdWfer ef IfeglAatton-, 
arid bf tiication over th6 AiSief icatis ; €¥ iA 
ekhet wotds. If the Artieriefcni do ftot ftiakfe 
lkW6 for thfemMve*, and dtt hot Ibk Vheiii*. 
ielves, but are to be fubjea tb MH UUri 
riiade for them by otherfe, irid t§ have Ht*- 

dtion impofed on them by btfi^fsj theh Ih^ 
Ametitans att hot k free p^jpfe. 

If Gttit Btitain, therfefbi*fei 66th iAhkb 
Wair agalnft the Ataericahs, biifcatife they 
Will not fubrtilt to, and acknowledge thfe 
powers of legiflatioh and taitaf ion dver theril 
to be -vtHtd in the Parliament 6f Gfrei*^ 
Britain ; Great Britaiii doth thfeft th^t wat 
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againft the Americans, becaufe they will 
not refign their Liberty into their hands. 

Anck if Great Britain doth make war 
againft the Americans becaufe they will not 
refign their Liberty; then Great Britain 
doth make war againft the Americans be- 
caufe they will not confent to become her 
Haves. 

There cannot be, in my conception, a 
fairer deduction than this ; and it proves tp 
a demonftration that thecaufe^of theprefent 
war is, "That the Americans will not confent to 
become Slaves. Let every man therefore who 
lives in a Land of Freedom, who knows 
and enjoys fo invaluable a blefling as Liber- 
ty, and who has fentiments to enable hin^ 
to feel for the deprivation of it in othersj^ 
be judge of the Justice of our caufe in 
this American, war. And as we cannot be 
fo infincere and hypocritical as to im^plore 
the favour of Heaven on this undertaking, 
fanguinary as it is, but in proportion to 
the Juftice on which it is founded y what 
right have we to imagine that Heaven will 
not turn the event of it againft us to our 
ruin, by difplaying its mercy and favour to 
that caufe which is founded in Juftice, and 
to thofe who contend only to fecure to them- 
felves the natural, juft, and indifputable 
rights and priviledges of mankind ; and 
which, their fellow fubjeds in Great Britain, 
and Ireland do enjoy ? 

Upon 
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Upon the whole therefore, the profecu 
of this war cannot be approved, becauil 
is evidently founded in injuftice ; and bee 
the happinefs or mifery on the one h< 
and on the other the lives of fo many th 
fand of our fellow fubjedls depend upon 
ilTue. No political reafons, let them obt 
what they may, let them be ever fb efFe<5 
to difguife, to colour, or even to jufl 
aftions and proceedings, confidered in 
other light as wholly unjuftifiable, can h 
ever give ^ fanftion to a war undertakei 
us with a view to deprive another part of 
fellow fubjedts of that liberty which 1 
have a right to enjoy in common with c 
felves, and to reduce them from the flat 
fellow fubjeds and fellow participant 
Freedom, to the abjedt condition of 
coming our Slaves. The adoption of 
other meafure, provided it be foundec 
juftice, is preferable to this : rather let 
ambitious defire for wide extended domii 
(*ever attended with diforder and bad 
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* Hiftory, no where that I know of, fumiflies us 
an account of any enormous Empire that was we) 
verned : nor do 1 know of one at this day that i 
The extremities of fuch empires are too far ren 
from the heart of government to admit its vital vigo 
flow in them with that velocity which is neceflary to 
ftitute good government. The ordinances, whic] 
ftri^y complied within provinces near the feat of go 
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ininiftratiofi of government thfoUghdut the 
univerfe) fall a facfifice to juftice; and If 
the Americans are ungrateful let them be 
Cafi: off for their ingratitude, but let us not 
imbrue our hands in their blood, and at the 
expencc of the lives of fo tnany of our 
countrymen unjuftly attempt to fivet upon 
them the ihackles of ilavery. And if tney 

are 



inenty become iii a mCafiiile tdrpid beftyre they r^ch thh 
rethbte provihc^^d of ih eflommtis empire) and morpoyer 
thcfe prbvinces are g^^rallv cohfigned to the care of 
deputies, who; generally, the further thejr are removed 
from the feat of Empire, jiroptortionably ncgldA the dtititt 
of their office ; and it ife well if the f^ifcmrf ends hcrfe^ 
'find thattfaey ido notconfider th^mfelves as litwful tyr^mtSj^ 
and fuch province as legal plunder j this, in time, efpc- 
cially when carried to excefs/ is the caUIe tff iliiurrcc* 
tions, involutions, ^nd fev^ry evil tiiat can di%race or 
injutt^ goveriilneht. If fevils like thefc arc ahnoft ilife- 
|>arable from enormous Empire, even where there is a 
continaiey of territory, what may not b^ expecSed fr6m 
TUch, Whofe i-eilicJtfe pit)vinces, whiA make b^lid fell 
tromparilbii the gi-feateft teiritof ial part of the empire^ 9ttc 
intercepted by an ocean of three thoufand miles? Men 
may flatter themfelves with wh# notions they pleafe on 
this matter ; but I am perfuaded fo enormous a territory 
as America, fo far removed from the feat of Government, 
and fbutitaih of juftice, can neVcr be well governed other- 
wife than by a legiflation of its own ; nor will it fubmit 
to be governed in ainy .other Manner (h^wtver by violence 
it may be redirced to it far the pfefent) one moinent 
longer than that pcbplc are under the neceffity of fub-r 
fiiittitig to fuch kind of gbvemment; nothing can be 
ibore natural than to exclude, that as foon as they be- 
•coitte fuflfcietotly powerful by iaereafing numbers^ tlu^ 
^ill certainly emancipate themfelves fronrfuch a fituation. 

The 
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^re npt ungrateful^ let a reconpiliation be 
planned 94 principles of juftice and libertyi, 
py reftoring to them jh^ir council? and afr 
fcijifelies with the powers (hat have been in- 
feperabiy annexe4 to then> from their firfj: 
foaniiatioji ; in a word^ j€t theif oi^n pro- 
per Governments he reftor<4 ^n4 eft^bjifeed^ 
Jf there be inconyiendes gtteiiidant upqi^ 

eimer 



The Romjyijs, whp were.confcious of this iJI confeaueivce^ 
endeaypurfcd to anticipate it by removing frqm nme t© 
time the yputh of luch provinces into their armies^ wher,c 
be^ng flain i/i battlp there w^s an end of then?, and a 
conftant demand for more ; by wlhich mean thofe who 
would prove refraftpry ai;id were capable of doing A« 
^oft eicccutipn beirig th^s out of the way, the rpw rcr 
mained tolerably quit^t where the oppreffion of governors 
were not too fevere to be borne. This incorporating the 
provincial .youth Jn their armies mi^hjt ^nfiverto ^ martial 
Nation which fubfifted by war ; but can never be prac- 
tifed by Great Britain whcflfe fort is commm-ce. We 
muft have recourfe to another expedient if ^ mean to 
fecure the Americans in peaceful obedience; and fatisfied 
I am none other can be devifed to make it firm, ftable, 
and perpetual, than to place the Powers of legiflation, 
taxation, and judging, in the hands of the People, while 
the executive power, at leaft a great part of it, is entruf- 
ted to deputies appointed by the Crown. Thus might a 
perfed good •Governinent be eftablilhed ; and as all caufe 
on the part of the People for emancipating themfelves 
from Government f«puld c^e, coniiiquently all defire 

'of doing fo would "be at an lend. America would no 
doubt by this m^an become profperous ; how far it might 
think' itfelf under the neceffity of contributing towards 

. the luxury and exceffes of another ftate I will not pretend 
to anfwer for. But this I will venture to aiTert, that no 
other mode of Government than that vviiich is here 

.pointed 
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cither of thefe mcafures, they are not of 
that nature to be held in competition with 
the guilt which refults from fupporting by 
war a caufe founded in injuftice, fupported 
by murther, and promoted by defolation of 
every kind; in the progrefs of which, 
humanity fhudders; reafon is mocked to 
fcorn ; and Juftice recedes from us at every 
ftep we make. 



pointed out will anfwer any other purpofe than tempo- 
rifing, and will be found inefFeftual to continue the 
Americans any longer in fubjeftion when that period 
arrives in which they will be enabled to throw off the 
yoke. Such a Government can be beneficial neither to 
the governing nor the governed party j yet we are labour- 
,ing through every thing juft and unjuft, and at all 
hazards, to eftablifh it, and to wait the event, though 
without any difficulty we might reje£l them ; or with as 
little difficulty eftablifti among them a good, perfedl:, 
peaceful, and permanent Government if wepleafedj as 
permanent,' as the nature of enormous extent of Empire 
can admit of. 
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